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Arkansas State Board of Public Accountancy 
Rule Change – Board Rule 19 
January 29, 2020 
 

In 2015 the Legislature passed Act 848, entitled “An act to amend Arkansas Law concerning the 
licensure, certification, or permitting of active duty service members, returning military veterans, and 
spouses.”  This Act required all state boards or commissions that issue licenses to: 

• Expedite the process / procedure for full licensure for military service members, veterans, or 
their spouses; 

• Provide for a temporary license while the full license application process is ongoing; 
• Consider the applicant’s military training and experience and accept it in lieu of experience 

or education requirements required for licensure if deemed satisfactory by the Board; 
• Grant partial or full exemptions of continuing education requirements in certain 

circumstances; and 
• Extend the expiration date of the license of a military service member deployed outside the 

state of Arkansas or spouse to 180 days following the individual’s return from active 
deployment. 

Act 848 also authorized Boards and commissions to promulgate rules necessary to carry out the 
required provisions.  The Arkansas State Board of Public Accountancy did promulgate rules as required 
by Act 848.  Board Rule 19 “Licensure for active duty service members, returning military veterans, and 
spouses“ was created during this promulgation process.  Also, Board Rule 13 “Continuing Education” 
was modified to allow for continuing education exemptions in certain circumstances. 

In 2017 Act 248 was passed which amended the law to “require that all state boards and commissions 
promulgate rules to expedite the process and procedures for full licensure………. for active duty service 
members, returning military veterans, and their spouses.”  Because our Board had already promulgated 
such rules that became effective in February 2016, the Board of Accountancy did not take any additional 
action based on Act 248. 

In 2019 the Legislature passed Act 820 entitled “An Act to amend the Law concerning the occupational 
licensure of active duty service members, returning military veterans, and their spouses; to provide 
automatic licensure; to require review and approval of rules submitted by occupational entities; and for 
other purposes.” 

This Act provided for automatic licensure for military service members, returning military veterans, or 
spouses unless rules were approved by the Administrative Rules and Regulations Subcommittee of the 
Legislative Council.  The Act was silent on Boards and Commissions who had already promulgated (and 
obtained approval for) rules regarding licensure for military service members, returning military 
veterans, and spouses.  Our of an abundance of caution our Board decided to make changes to Rule 19 
and seek approval from the Administrative Rules and Regulations Subcommittee of the Legislative 
Council.    

While the changes we are proposing to Rule 19 are not substantive from the practical point of view of a 
qualified applicant seeking the benefits Rule 19 provides, the changes might be considered substantive 



from a legal point of view. The prior version of Rule 19 offered temporary licensure during the expedited 
application review process under Rule 19.1. This temporary licensure was based on the specific 
requirement of Act 848 of 2015 to offer such temporary licensure. The changes made to A.C.A. 17-1-106 
by Act 820 of 2019 eliminated the statutory temporary licensure provisions. However, the board 
determined that temporary licensure could still be granted as part of the expedited review process 
mandated under 2019 revision to A.C.A 17-1-106. In amending Rule 19, the board decided to reverse the 
order of prior Rules 19.1 and 19.2 and make clear that temporary licensure is now considered part of the 
expedited review process and not an independent benefit, as it might have been considered under the 
2015 statutory authorization.  

 

 

 


	cover sheet
	5 legal ad notice May 22-24
	May 22
	May 23
	May 24

	1 cover letter rule 19

	Name of Department: Department of Labor and Licensing
	Agency or Division Name: Arkansas State Board of Public Accountancy
	Other Subdivision or Department If Applicable: NA
	Previous Agency Name If Applicable: 
	Contact Person: Jimmy Corley
	Contact Email: james.corley@arkansas.gov
	Contact Phone: 501.682.5533
	Name of Rule: Rule 19 - Licensure for active duty service members, returning military veterans, and spouses
	Newspaper Name: Arkansas Democrat - Gazette
	Date of Publishing: May 22-24, 2020
	Final Date for Public Comment: June 30, 2020
	Location and Time of Public Meeting: NA


