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August 10, 2021 
 

Proposed Amendment to Arkansas Swine Rule 
 
PURPOSE 
The Arkansas Department of Agriculture (Department) is seeking review of proposed amendments to the 
Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission’s (Commission) Swine Rule. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Under Ark. Code Ann. § 2-33-107, the Commission has the authority to promulgate rules to control, 
suppress, and eradicate livestock and poultry diseases. The Commission’s Swine Rule outlines procedures 
to prevent and control the spread of diseases in Arkansas swine populations. The rule regulates 
commercial production swine management plans, imported swine, in-state domestic swine, and feral 
swine. Earlier this year, the Arkansas General Assembly passed Act 692 of 2021, which amends the law 
regarding feral swine, and authorized the Commission to administer civil penalties for violation of that 
law.  On July 15, 2021, the Commission voted to adopt amendments to the rule. 

 
 KEY POINTS   
The proposed amendment 

• Eliminates exceptions to certain diagnostic testing for swine imported into Arkansas which 
allowed imported swine to be treated more leniently than in-state swine and increased the 
potential for importing disease into Arkansas.  

• Provides greater guidance on commercial production management plans and commercial 
commuter agreements 

• Authorizes the Commission to administer civil penalties for violation of applicable law and rules. 

• Eliminates provisions in the rule pertaining to terminal facilities which are no longer provided for 
in the law 

 
Discussion:  
The current rule provides that Arkansas swine were subject to certain testing requirements for which 
imported swine could be exempt.  For example, swine imported into Arkansas from a Brucellosis-free 
state are exempt from testing for Brucellosis. However, because all states are currently considered 
Brucellosis-free states, all imported swine are exempt from testing for Brucellosis whereas in-state swine 
must test negative prior to sale.  The proposed amendment removes that inequity and requires the same 
testing for imported and in-state swine. 
 
The current rule provided that commercial production swine must follow a management plan that has 
“adequate facilities and practices to prevent exposure to either traditional production of feral swine,” but 
did not provide any details on what might be considered “adequate” and what might “prevent exposure” 
to other swine.  The proposed amendments outline the requirements in detail. The requirements are not 
new; they are the same details that have always been required, they are just now placed in the rule in 
order to give proper notice to those subject to the rule.   
 
The proposed amendments also provide for the imposition of administrative penalties as provided for in 
Act 692.  These administrative penalties may be imposed in lieu of or in addition to criminal charges for 



transportation of feral swine.  Additionally, provisions in the law dealing with terminal facilities for feral 
swine have been repealed, so the proposed amendments repeal a large portion of the rule dealing with 
terminal facilities.   
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