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August 10, 2021 
Proposed Amendment to Feral Hog Airborne Eradication Rule 

 
PURPOSE 
The Arkansas Department of Agriculture (Department) is seeking review of proposed amendments to the 
Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission’s (Commission) Feral Hog Airborne Eradication Rule. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In this year’s General Assembly, the Arkansas Legislature passed Act 692, amending the law regarding 
feral hogs, A.C.A. § 2-38-501 et seq.  Act 692 authorizes the Commission to establish and collect 
reasonable fees to administer and enforce the existing feral hog airborne eradication program.  

Prior to Act 692, the Commission was authorized to establish an airborne eradication program for feral 
hogs in accordance with federal statute 16 U.S.C. § 742j-1. That law authorizes states to allow the shooting 
of feral hogs from aircraft if there is a bona fide need for protection of land, water, wildlife, livestock, 
domesticated animals, human life, or crops. However, Arkansas law did not allow the Commission to 
charge a fee in association with the program. On July 15, 2021, the Commission voted to adopt 
amendments to the rule. 

 
KEY POINTS 

• The Department will be able to collect a permit fee to help defray the costs of administration of 
the program.   

• The amendment shifts the burden of producing information and obtaining a permit from the 
individual landowners to the commercial owners and operators of aircraft used in eradication.  

 
DISCUSSION 
The current airborne eradication rule allows landowners to obtain a permit for airborne eradication 
activities. The burden is on the landowner to obtain the permit and submit information to the 
Department, including an affidavit explaining the need for the activity, a description of the land on which 
the activity will take place, the approximate number of hogs to be managed, and a description of the 
aircraft to be used.  The amendments shift the burden of producing information on airborne eradication 
activities from the landowner to the aircraft owner or operator. That change reduces the obstacles of 
Arkansas farmers and landowners who need the airborne eradication program. 
 
The proposed amendment requires the aircraft owner or operator to obtain a yearly permit from the 
Department by submitting the aircraft information and payment of a $250 fee. Then, the aircraft owner 
or operator must seek authorization from the Department before each activity by submitting further 
information about the specific activity, including the justification for the activity. Once the aircraft owner 
and operator obtain authorization, they can then proceed with the activity.  Post activity removal data 
must be submitted to the Department within 14 days following the activity.  
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