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Introduction
1-1._ Autherity

This regulation is created pursuant to authority granted to The Adjutant General by the Arkansas
Leglslature through the adoption of Act No. 1028 of 2005, Act No. 827 of 2007, and Act No. 402 of 2015
{codfied at Ark. Code Ann. §§ 19-5-1127 and 26-51-2508, respectively).

1-2._ Pumposs

The Military Family Relief Trust Fund was established to provide short term emergency financlat
assistance in tha form of grants to members of the Arkansas Natlonal Guard and Reserve Components of
the Armed Forces and/or families of these membersimpaeted-by-a-ersisshuatien. This fund provides a
valuable means to assist and improve the morale and welfare of members of the Arkansas National
Guard and fieserve Components of the Armed Forces.

i-3.__ Administrative Proceduras

Pursuant to Ark, Code Ann. §26-51-2506(h), The Adjutant General of the Arkansas Nat'ona! Guard has
the responsibility to promuigate all rules necessary from implementing the grant program of the Mititary
Family Relief Trust Fund. The Adiutant General had designated the Arkansas Natlonat Guard Foundation
25 his designated agent, for the overseaing of the operation of the program, and for approving grant
applications. Funds are administered thraugh an account malntalned by the Arkansas State Trzasury
Membery may appeal 2 ind decision of tha F than 1 rant

of the Arkansas Natignal Gua g‘mmmmmammmﬂmmm
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__ Eliglhility

Any current member, or famlly member, of the Arkansas National Guard or a Reserve Component of the
Armed Forces wha Is a resident of Arkansas Is efigibla to request assistance. The-AdmnrsasNatona!
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hall incl b imited to, the followh
. f mily;
b._The paygrade of the member of the National Guard and reserve compenants of the Armed
Eorcas,
The diffi W h mber’s military and civilian pay; or

d. Any other factors that establish tha family’s financial hardship,

1-5. __ FuadeDeslgnated Ageny
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1-6. __Application Procedures:

The member or family member's first step will normally be to contact the unit First Sergeant or Unit
Commander or Full Time 5taff at the unit. Personnel may also contact someone in the Rear Detachment
or the Family Readiness Office or 3 local Family Assistanca Center to assist in the process. Anyone who
can act on the behalf of the member may apply for assistance if they have a properly executed Power-
ol-Attomey and proaf of identification. The Servicemember in need, family mamber or unit
representative on the mamber’s behalf will prepare an application and submit to request assistance. bt is
preferred that the request be prepared amd forwarded to the specific service representative who wiil
verlfy eligibility. Each service will provide the POCs upan distribution of this information, The service
representative will provide the application electronically to the AR-ARNG-orReserve-talsorsathatThe
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1-9.__ Fund Sources

Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann, §26-51-2506 {c), the Revenue Division of the Department of Finance and
Administration Includes on Arkansas individual Income tax forms a reference to the Military Family
Rellef Check-off Program whera individuals ean donate money to the MHitary Family Rellef Trust Fund.
Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §26-51-2506 (d)(1), the Director of the Department of Finance and
Adminlstration may accept any gift, grants, baguasts, devises, and donatlons made to the State of
Arkansas for the purpnse of funding the Military Family Rellef Check-oft Program.

2-10. _Contact Informatiom

Current members, or family members, of the Arkansas Natlonal Guard or a Reserve Component of the
Armad Forces may contact 501-312-5001-to-rocaive-more-lnformation-about-the-Milltary-Family-Relief
Trust-Fund and-polntol<ontasiinfermasion fortbelraspective beanch ol tho-Aedaacac Natloaal Guaed
w—ﬂesewe&ompmenh The Arkanzas Natlonal Gmﬂig_uﬂd_aﬂq__il Its offices on Camp loseph T,
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FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT
PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS COMPLETELY

DEPARTMENT Decpartmeni of the Military

DIVISION
PERSON COMPLETING THIS STATEMENT Bilenda Hamis-Ritier
TELEPHONE NO. (501) 212-5167 FAX NO. EMAIL: bilenda.harrisritier@arkansas.gov

To comply with Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(c), please complete the following Financial Impact Statement and file
two (2) copies with the Questionnaire and proposed rules.

SHORT TITLE OF THIS RULE |Military Families Relief Trust Fund Operating Guide and Procedures

1. Daoes this proposed, amended, or repealed rule have a financial impact? Yes[_INo[¥]

2. Is the rule based on the best reasonably obtainable scientific, technical, economic, or other evidence and

information available concerning the need for, consequences of, and alternatives to the rule?

chNoD

3. In consideration of the alternatives to this rule, was this rule determined by the agency to be the least costly
rule considered? YestZINol_]

If an agency is proposing a more costly rule, please state the following:

#8) How the additional benefits of the more costly rule justify its additiona] cost;

b) The reason for adoption of the more costly rule;

¢) Whether the more costly rule is based on the interests of public health, safety, or welfare, and if so, please

explain: and

d) Whether the reason is within the scope of the agency’s statutory authority, and if so, please explain.

Revised June 2019



4. I the purpose of this rule is to implement a federal rule or regulation, please state the following:

a) What is the cost to implement the federal rule or regulation?

Current Fiscal Year

General Revenue
Federal Funds
Cash Funds
Special Revenue
Other (Ideatify)

Total $0.00

b) What is the additional cost of the state rule?

Current Fiscal Year

General Revenue
Federal Funds
Cash Funds
Special Revenue
Other (1dentify)

Tolal $0.00

Next Fiscal Year

General Revenue
Federal Funds
Cash Funds
Specini Revenue
Other (1dentify)

Total $0.00

Next Fiseal Year

General Revenue
Federal Funds
Cash Funds
Special Revenue
Other (Identify)

Total $0.00

5. What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to any private individunl, entity and bosiness subject to the

proposed, amended, or repealed rule? ldentify the entity(ics) subject to the proposed rule and explain how

they are affected.

Current Fiscal Year

$0.00

Next Fiscal Year

$0.00

6. What is the total cstimated cost by fiscal year 1o state, county, and municipal government to implement this

rule? Is this the cost of the program or grant? Please explain how the government is affected.

Cusrent Fiscal Year

$0.00

Next Fiscal Year

50.00

Revised June 2019




7. With respect to the agency’s answers to Questions #5 and #6 above, is there a neéw or increased cost or obligation of at
least one hundred thousand dellars ($100,000) per year to a private individual, private entity, private business, state
government, county government, municipal government, or to two (2) or more of those entities combined?

Yes[] No

IT YES, the ageney is required by Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(e){4) to file written findings at the time of filing
the financial impact statement. The written findings shzll be filed simultaneously with the financial impact
statement and shall include, without limitation, the following:

(1) a stntement of the rule’s basis and purpose;

¢2) the problem the ngency sceks to address with the proposed rule, including a statement of whether a rule is
required by statute;

(3) a description of the factual evidence that:
(a) justifies the agency’s need for the proposed rule; and
(b) describes how the benefits of the rule meet the relevant statutory objectives and justify the rule’s costs;

{4} a list of less costly alternatives to the proposed rule and the reasens why the alternatives do not adequately
address the problem tc be solved by the proposed rule;

(5) o list of alternatives to the proposed rule that were suggested as a resuit of public comment and the rensons
why the alternatives do not adequately address the problem to be solved by the proposed rule;

(6) astatement of whether existing rules have created or contributed to the problem the ageney seeks to
address with the praposed rule and, if existing rules have created or contributed to the problem, an
explanation of why amendment or repeal of the rule creating or contributing te the problem is not a sufficient
response; and

(7) an agency plan for review of the rule no less than every ten (10) years to determine whether, based upon
the evidence, there remains a need for the rule including, without limitation, whether:

{n} the rule is achicving the statutory objectives;

(b) the benefits of the rule continue to justify its costs; and

(c) the rule can be amended or repealed to reduce costs while continuing to achieve the statutory
objectives.

Revised Junec 2019
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LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with the provisions of Arkansas Code Annotated 25-15-204
and published in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette September 9 -11, 2022,
NOTICE is hereby given that The Adjutant General of Arkansas (TAG)
Major General Kendall Penn has submitted proposed rules to the Secretary
of State to be posted on its website for thirty (30) days for the Arkansas
National Guard Military Family Relief Trust Fund available to Arkansas
National Guard and Reserve Component members of the Armed Forces.

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD SEPTEMBER 13, 2022, FROM
10AM to 10:30 AM AT JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS, BUILDING 6000
(OTAG CONFERENCE ROOM), CAMP JOSEPH T. ROBINSON, NORTH
LITTLE ROCK, 72199.

Written comments shall be accepted until Noon October 10, 2022, including
at the public hearing. Send written comments to Rulemaking, Office of the
Adjutant General, Building 6000, Camp Joseph T. Robinson, North Little
Rock, 72198

All comments submitted in writing shall become public property once
received by TAG and are subject to the Arkansas Freedom of Information
Act.
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Statement Setting Forth the Reason for
Proposed Amendment to Existing Rule (2022)

The reason for the amendment to the Arkansas National Guard
Military Family Relief Trust Fund Operating Guide and Procedures
(MFRTF) is to add the Arkansas National Guard Foundation as The
Adjutant General’s designee to administer grants under this program.
The amendment creates an Emergency Assistance Approval Committee
to assist in reviewing grants, clarifies the approval levels for grants,
provides the appeal process, modifies examples of what can be paid with
grants and increases the amount of the grants that can be awarded. The
changes will not have a fiscal impact but will expand utilization of
funds currently provided through a checkoff program set forth in A.C.A.
§ 19-5-1127 and A.C.A. § 26-51-2506.
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF THE MILITARY i t
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
CAMP JOSEPH T. ROBINSON

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72199.9800 By *
bl
. £
ASA HUTCHINSON m&;ﬁ‘:&uu
GOVERNOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

Proposed Rule amendment regarding the Arkansas National Guard Military Family Relief
Trust Fund Operating Guide and Procedures

July 29, 2022

PURPOSE

The Arkansas Department of the Military seeks Governor Hutchinson's review of proposed
amendments to the Arkansas National Guard Military Family Relief Trust Fund Operating
Guide and Procedures (MFRTF).

BACKGROUND

The MFRTF was established to provide short term emergency financial assistance with
grants to members of the Arkansas National Guard and Reserve Components of the Armed
Forces of the United States and their families when in criais situations, The funding for thia
program is as set forth in A.C.A. § 19-5-1127 and through the MFRTF check off program set
forth in A.C.A. § 26-51-2506.

KEY POINTS

The proposed rule;

Designates the Arkansas National Guard Foundation (Foundation) to administer grants
under this program

Creates an Emergency Assistance Approval Committee to assist reviewing grants
Clarifiea the approval levels for grants

Provides the appeal process

Modifies examples of items that can be paid

Increases the amount that can be awarded

DI SION

This rule incorporates specifics on receipt, processing, and approval or disapproval of grant
applications. It establishes that funds are administered through an interest-bearing bank
account maintained by the TAG designee. It creates an emergency assistance approval
committee to assist in review of applications, increases the limit for awards from $1,500 to
$2,500 in a 12-month period and creates an appeal process to the Deputy Adjutant General.

RECOMMENDATION
We recommend the amendments to the MFRTF be approved as proposed.



