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AUTHORITY

The authority to establish the following rules and regulations is given
the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission by Section 9, paragraphs d and h of
Act 112 of 1973. The Natural Heritage Commission is the 1éga1 successor to

the Arkansas Environmental Preservation Commission ¢reated.' by Act‘112 of 1973.

iy
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INTRODUCTION

Supervising the protection, management, and uﬁe
Natural Areas is a major fesponsibiiity of the Arkan
Commission. When an area is acquired, it will reqﬁir
management principles thaf will insure its protéction
welfare of the citizens of Arkansas. The comp1exity
dictates an individual management pian which has been
| enhance and protect that preserved natural area. Two
should be used to develop any detailed management pla
Oy o P V8

: A
Area system: /- ?; -
!'..-" .
Primary Goal--The major management goal is t

1.
the natural areas of Arkansas for the presen
Secondary Goal--To manage for specific uses-
recreational, and esthetic--which are compat
management goal and which will not impair th

While there are many potential uses of natural a
the public, management for those uses is secondary én
the primary goal of protection and preservation. All

for any site must be in accordance with these guidali

by the Commission to insure compliance with these pri

Page 6 of 25

ot
O
of Arkansas’
ot
sas Na
(A : .
e the application of

Systemhof

tural Heritage

_(,P
J%H utilization for the
v |

of each individual site

o ™
speclfica]Ty designed to
maagivmanagement goals

n for Arkansasf'NaturaT

0 protect and preserve
t and succeeding generations.
_scientific, educational,

ible with the primary

e natural area. RC &

reas which could benefit
d should never supercede
detailed management plans
nes and should be reviewed

nciples.

To accomplish these objectives, General Rules for Managemenf of Arkansas'

System of Natural Areas and a Natural Area Master Pla

here to bring about the efficient management of natural areas in Arkansas.

n outTine are recommended

As &

part of the management of each site, it is recommended that each individual

natural area in the system have a master plan which/will guide the custodian in

managing that area.

Record

a%ﬁh).ﬂiuyb;fgbﬁ?h)ﬁ)
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- GEVERAL RULES FOR MANAGEMENF

OF
ARKANSAS' SYSTEM OF NATURAL AREAS

David Etchieson

1. General Provisions ' E

, C
1.01 Definitions , i
ST ﬂx

As used in these rules, the following terms shall" hgve the meanings indicated,

except where the context otherwise requires: chj

gfi A“""Comm1ss1on" means the Natural Heritage Com%1ss1on, the successor to
cie
the Arkansas Environmental Preservat1on‘%omm1ss1on established by

’\Q@Act 112 of 1973, LR
' i

4; B.QK“Custodian" means the person or agéﬁéf'fhat is respons1b1e for the

. w i
Q<. protection and care of a natural area ﬁn accordance with these rules

. g

and the master plan, and the 1nd1V1duaq person in direct charge of a
preserved natural area. #¢ % ° '
Lo @ " QK| '
‘%/ €. V“Master Plan” means a plan which sets forrh in spec1f1c detail the
£t
purpose, character, resources, manageme%% | and other considerations

e
for the protection and use of an individuail preserved natural aarea.ﬁt“J

&

\ “iNatural Area” is defined in Section 2 of TAct 112 of 1973.Q22
reRr
@Gk E. éﬁArkansas System of Natural Areas" 1nc¥uges sites which have been
acguired by the Commission or which areng%%gect to a conservation or

environmental easement which has been granted to the Commission. FQC:i
ge
Qf F. K’{Admmstratwe Procedures Act" means I{ct 434 of 1967. RO
Rcei.
1.02 Applicability of Rules gC&

.ﬂ......-na,-.--

£
Management of each Arkansas preserved natEﬁ;] area will be in accordance
with these rules except as may be provided in fhe'qaster p]an.%ﬁ&i

: oy o
There will be a master plan for cach preserved natural area, such plan to

be in the form provided in Rule 6.01 and elsewhére

Wherever it is legally required or otherwiggxhrovided in the master plan

{
e
i

l

s . el
in these rules. %ﬁcg_
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pe¥ |
that there be a deviation from the rules in the man&gement of a preserved natural
' cE |
area, such deviation will be set forth in detai%, together with the reasons, in
the master plan. eh " |
A . ficé:

A dev1at10n from these rules will take effect only upon approval by the
Commission‘by a majority vote of all the membergcgi a meeting following the
| meeting at which such deviation js proposed. WILE

R.C R
These rules may be amended by the Commission firom time to time as deemed

appropriate, in accordance with the Administrative [Procedures Act. R ¢ &
P ' o
1.03 Administration and Custody ﬂjlﬂ‘ o k

The Commission may itself permanently hold ?g% title to real property, or
may convey title of property to an agency or depar;ment of the State.§2¢f?

The Torm and method of administration and éﬁg%ody of each preserved natural
area will be designated in the master plan. Eaé%ﬁgreserved natural area shall
have a custodian who will® administer, manage, %ﬁngrotect the area in accordance
with these rules and the master plan. The masgégeéian shall designate an_agency,
organization, or individual as custodian of the aréa. If not otherwise provided
in the articles of dedication or master plan, the bwner of a préserved natural
area shall have custody. 2.t

§

F

1.04 Reports \o,o, (o
' @t

The custodian shall submit to the Commission lan annual report and any other

B

55
periodic reports in the form and as the Commis%%

o

n requires. The annual report

shall include a record of management activities, qaturé] catastrophes, and other
influences affecting natural conditions within thé preserved natural area.
!

1.05 Intrusions g,e,ﬂ/
p,dL[
There shall be no intrusions of structure easements, rights of way, or land

. Re|
uses which do not conform with these rules and with the purpose of a preserved

et
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natural area as specified in Act 112 of 1973 excegf for intrusions that are
allowed by the Act and the master plan. No othgfgﬂﬁxnsions will be allowed to
continue or become established.; weé |
1.06 Pub]1c1tz aﬂﬁl

Information about Arkansas' preserved natd€a¢L?reas and appropriate
descriptive mater1a1 will be developed and made avap1ab1e to all interested

Ll '
persons. However, publicity which would 1nducéLmore visitors than is compatible

‘with preservation of the area will be avoided.ﬂéeﬁbi

2. Structures and facilities g %
2.01 Boundary Markers pe 2. | o
~ Natural area bouridaries will be made c]eagfi e&ident by placing survey
monuments at corners and other strategic ]ocat1gﬁ§'!by posting boundary markers
at intervals specified in the master plan and, if appropriate, by fencing or
other means. Boundary marker signs will be as g%e Commission may establishje#
2.02 Fences ¢ | '1 | -

. - e
Necessary fences and barriers may be installed;as provided in the master plan.

Generally, they will not be in e form that will create a detrimental effect on
!

| movement of wildlife or on other natural conditionsi Je.ci
P -

2.03 Location Markers Qo

i

As a locational aid, a preserved natural aﬁ%gm%ay be divided into plots in

a manner designated in the master plan. Identifyiné markers may be installed at

plot corners. RCW [
2.04 Access Lanes Mp, |

cle! -
Vehicular access lanes will be installed J%d maintained within a preserved

, ReRk |
naturaT area only where essent1a1 for patrol, f1re control, cr other management
or research activities and in accordance with gﬁe master plan. Clearing for

(B .
lanes will be of a minimum and of the width des@@n ted in the master ptan. Lanes
4
QQ,Q.W'D

-
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will be closed to all except service vehic]ei;?{?'ﬂ

2.05 Fire Breaks gL

Fire breaks will be kept to a minimum and ¢o A%%ructed only in accordance

s
with the master plan. AL
L |

: N nell o
Location and form of any trails other than nJ%Lrai wildlife paths shall be

2.06 Trails pov-

specified in the master plan. Trails will be é%ﬁg%#ucted to provide for per-
‘mitted use of a natural area and to prevent de€%$$%§ation of the area by
uncontrolled foot traffic. Trail construction wi]]ibe kept to a minimum and
designed to prevent soil erosion. Use of paving ma&eria]s, and elevated walks
is permissable when necessary and provided for in the master pliﬂhéjafﬂ;/
The trail p}an will conform -to the preserva%ggb objectives of the preserved

natural area as stated in the master plan‘and téz%%F allowable use intensity
ienes established in accordance with Rule 5.03.!1C€?

C e

2.07 Other Structures and Improvements Q¢ 12 i

A1l other structures and improvements must ggu%rovided for in‘the master
plan and approved by the Commission. p ¢ (

3. Management of Adjacent land per-

Buffer areas will be established adjacent é%u%}eserved nafuraT areasrwherever ‘
possib]e in order to e]%minate the adverse effeé%glof external influences. Such
areas may be devoted to uses other than nature peggervation'whjch do not adversely
affect the preserved natural area. Buffer areaﬁﬂﬁgy be controlled by ownership,
by dedication as part of the preserved natural gﬁg%'or dedication as a beffer to
the preserved natura] areasl by easement, by agreemgnt or by other appropriate

Rell

means. Provision for buffer areas will be 1nc1uded|1n the master plan where such

¢

areas are possible., . \

@&CPQD
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4. land Management Practices

4.01 Landsc¢ape Management

There will be no cutting of grass, brush, or other vegétation, thinning
ertrees, removal of dead wood, opening of scenic vistas, or planting, except
as provided in the master plan. TP |

4,02 Safety Precautions pef”

Guard rails, fénpes, steps, and other devices necessary for visitor safety
may be installed as provided in the master pian. Control of hazardous plants
or animals will be only as provided in the master plan. FAYEd

4.03 Removal or Introduction of Objects joC#

Removal or consumptive use of any material, product, or object from a
preserved natural area is prohibited, except as provided for in the master
plan. Introduction of any material, product, or object fo a preserved natural
area is prohibited, except as provided for in the master plan. Other prohibited
activities include, buf are not limited to, grazing by domestic anima]s; farming;
gatheriné of firewood or other plant products; and dumping, burying, or spreading

of garbage, trash, or other material. g¢ k.

4.04 MWater Control pc @

| Natural water coﬁditions, surface or subsurface, will hot be altered. Man-
made water control structures may be either changed or maintainedrif provided
for in the master plan as essential for the maintenance or restoration of natural
conditions. ¢ L

4.05 Fire Control g

Procedures and methods for use, prevention and control of fire shall be

included in the master plan. pc{L

Igéc*o@@.
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4.06 Erosion

.. ‘Naturalierosion will not be:controlled. "Erosion and soil-deposition:due to
past or present activities by man in a preserved natural area may be controlled
in accordance with provisions of the master plan.

4.07 Management of Vegetation and Wildlife

(a) Control of .plant succession-- Prescribed burning, mowing, grazing,.

and cutting of shrubs and trees, may be employed to alter plant succession as
provided for in the master plan. Control measures will be applied with caution
and only to that part of the area where they are necessary. Control measures
will be undertaken only with adequate prior study of the area and with evidence

of necessity.

(b) Control of.nétura1 populations--Generally, there will be no action

to increase or reduce populations of native plants or animals or to restrict
moVemeﬁt of wildlife across boundaries of a preserved naturé] area. Any control
meausre to be used must be provided for in the master plan.

| {c) Management of rare or endangered species--Habitat manipuiations in
favor of particular rare or endangered species will be undertaken if preservation
of the species is designated in the master plan as an objgctive of the preserved
natural area. These ﬁanipu]ations will be undertéken in such manner as prqvided
in the master plan. ‘

(d) Introduction of plants or animals--No plants or animals will be

brought into a preserved natural area except as provided in the master plan.

5. Management of Visitors and Use

5.01 Use Tolerance

Use of preserved natural areas will be allowed to the extent and in a

manner as will not impair natural conditions. To the extent possible, the

gecod



Natural Heritage Commission page_léprEL

David Etchiesoﬁ
January 1978

master plan shall define the use.to1erance of each portion of.the preserved
natural area and the controls and restrictions to be placed on areas and on
use. The custodian sha]]lbe continuous1y vigilant for conditions which result
in damage and, through approval of the Commission, further restrict access and

use as necessary to protect the preserved natural area.

ra

5.02 Tolerance Classes

| A classification of fo]erance will be used to indicate the capacity of an
area to withstand use without deterioration. CTassffication will be related to
soil characteristics, vegetation, moisture conditions, topography, and presence
of rare ot easily disturbed species or features. |

5.03 Allowable Use Intensity Zones

Each preserved natural area will be divided into zones of allowable use
intensity. Visitor presence and degree of development of‘trai1sland visitor-
handling facilities will conform to the allowable use intensity zones. -

Zones shall be established giving consideration to:
(a) the objéctives of the preserved natural érea'as:stated in the master
plan.

(b)‘ thefcharéctéristics'of the érea such as use tolerance, natural

' attractﬁbns,iénd presence -of rare or easily disturbed spééiesfor
features. _

(c} the feasibility of préviding adéquate visitor-handling facilities.

5.04 Classes of Visitors

. Groups visiting preserved natural areas may be divided into three classes:
"Casual" (persons who come individually or in smaTT groups without prior
arrangements), "organized" (persons who come in larger groups under more

"definite Teadership), and "research" (persons who come to carry on serious

8 6&9"@
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studies or creative work relating to matters within a preserved natural area). :
Provisions will be made in custodial operations for handling each of these

classes of visitors. The tustodian may restrict each c1asslinfsuch manner as

-is appropriate and necessafy for visitor control and for the protection and

management of the preserved natural area. |

5.05 Character of Visitor Activity

The principal visitor activities in a preserved natural area will be
walking and observing. Activities will be regulated to prevent disturbance
of an area beyond whaii it can tolerate without permanent destruction. Visitors
without permits.for research or educational activities will generally be
restricted to trails. Persons wishfng to traverse a preserved natural area
eTsewhere than on trails shall obtain permission from the custodian.

Activities and uses which are unrelated to observation and study are
prohibited except as provided in the master plan. Prohibited activites include,
but are not Timited to, picnicking; trapping; removal, disturbance, molestation,
or defacement of minerals, plants, animals, or natural features.

5.06 Access Control

Entrances and exits will be provided only at locations and under
conditions as may be shecified'in the master plan.

5.07 Permits for Research or Education Activities

A person wishing to engage in research or educational activities in
a preserved natural area not otherwise permitted by these rules or in the
master plan shall secure a permit approved by the Commission. Each permit
shall contain provisions and restrictions as the Commission sees Tit.

A person holding a permit shall report to the custodian before cdmmencing
and upon completing of permitted activities.

33 cotD

—
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6. Plans and Records

6.01 Master Plan

Responsibi]ify fof preparation, revis{on, and adoption of the maﬁter
plan for each préserved natural area shall rest with the Commission. Hoﬁever,
the custodian and other interested persons may participate in the formulation
of master plans. The master plan for each breserved natural area will take o
effect upon appkova] by the Commission. To the extent feasib]e; copies‘of
master plans will be made available to interested persons.

The master plan will consist of text and maps. The amount of detail may
vary. according to circumstances. The form and content will be as the Commission
may establish.

6.02 Records

Records'w111 be kept in duplicate for each preserved natural area. One
copy will be held by the custodian and one by the Commission. These copies
will be open to the public at reasonable times and piaces. The records will
include annua]'reports by the custodian as provided in Rule 1.04 and all other
pertinent documentary material, studies, reports, and descriptions of-signifiéant
events. The form and content of the record will be as the Commission may
establish. ‘

7. Adoption and Amendment of Rules

These rules, and any amendment, shall take effect upon approval by the
Commission and in compliance with the provisions of the Administrative

Procedures Act.

10

‘ZQ,O,D'(Z’D
—
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MANAGEMENT PLAN QUTLINE
ARKANSAS' SYSTEM OF NATURAL AREAS
Ru}é 5,oj of the Rules for Management of Arkansas"preserved
natural areas requires preparation and adoption of a master plan for each
individual area.  Following is a basic outline éf items that should be covered
" in the master plan for each preserved natural area: |
Title | |
Namer
County
Part I. General Information and Context
Section 1. Basic information summary
"Location
In relation to other points
Abbreviated legal descriptions
Topographic quadrangle
Aerial photograph-numbers
Access
Size
Date of acqhisition
Owner and custodian
Natural character and notable features
Deviations from general management rules
Master plan |
Authors
| Approval dates and resolutions

Section 2.  Purpose and value of preserved natural area

p{éL(loﬂLI?

-

11
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’ﬁ,‘i/. Objectives | RCF
Q\Q*f/ General e
Specific [!E—C}ﬂJ
JR. T Preservation values (natﬂgigﬂguality)
g&gﬂ'°§ Rarity of features
Diversity of features
Endangered or rare species
Degree of past disturbance
Wilderness quality
Replication of other areas 2¢ £
JaTUse values wce
gkﬂﬂ/Scieﬁtific
Educational
Esthefic
Recreational ; n (&
Section 3.\% Surroundings |eca,
T lLandscape characteristics | g ¢ e
Population centers
Highway and'utility rights of way
Land use and capabi?it& 1o le
Section 4f“jLega1 aspects JR(IR
AT Ownership 1% (L
Type of acquisition
Occupancy and custody

Deviations from management rules

Liability  nl%

ool

12
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Section 5. Resource inventory and characterization of area
Climate
Topography
Geology
Soils
Water and wetland
Vegetational comﬁunitfes
Flofa
Fauna
Archaeological featufes
Historical features
Use potential and tolerance
Section 6. History
Use and occupancy
Ecological
Scientific study
Preservation |
Section 7. Visitor and use characteristics
Visitors |
Numbers
Origin
Types
Frequency and duration of visits
Existing uses, activities, and attractions
Conforming

Nonconforming

| codV
s RF
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Use and éctivity problems, vandalism, and hazards
Part II. General planning considerafions -
rqu'Section 1. Deviations from management rules
| Section 2. Buffer areas
Section 3. Land acquisition needs
0¥ Natural area L ¢ &

~

A Service roads . ev
Public access
Recreation and conservation uses
Watershad buffer
Trespass buffer
Scenic buffer
Buffer against other external intfusions
Controllable boundary _
Section 4. Adverse external influences, existing and potential, and solutions
gﬂjfwater po]Iution
Drainage
Accelerated runoff
Siltation
Air pollution
Noise
Visual . }
Urbanization and population density
Trespass and overuse
Incompatibility
Other
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Section 5. Adverse internal factors and solutions

Overuse and misuse
Habitat alteration and degradation

Nuisances and hazards

Safety
Health
Esthetic
Other
* Part III. Management plans
Section 1. General provisions (J.)
Applicabiiity of management rules; deviations (1102)
Reports - (1}04)
Publicity - (1}06)
Section 2. Structures and facilities (21)
Boundary markers (2101)
Fences (2)02)
Location markers - (2J03)
Access lanes (2.p8)
Firebreaks (2.405)}
Trails (2.’26)
Other structures and improvements (2107)
Section 3. Managément of adjacent land (31)
Section 4. Land management (41
Landscape management - (4101)

* “These—numbers—rofer—to—thesectTons 0T the RUTES O Mamagememrt

i ) .
forts —aarayaga = 2 ~Rada a
U d ¢t ¥ spmrgme Pl pyeliniie
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Safety precautions . | {4.92)
Removal or introduction of objects | {(4.93)
Water control o  (4.94)
Fire control | ' | (4.95)
Erosion control : ' (4.56)

Management of special features

Terrain and geological

Archaeological
Historical
Management of vegetation and wildlife ' (4.07)
Control of plant succession o (d)
Control of natural populations (H)
Management of rare or endangered species (l)
Introduction of plants or animals (4)
Section 5. Visitor'and use management : (%.)
Use infensity zones : - (5103)
Visitor control and management
1 Visitor classes | (5.04)
; Visitoélactivﬁtiés, diScip1ine,‘and vandalism

control (5. S)
Access control . {5.46)
Visitor protection
Visitor services, facilities, and transportation
Use programs. |
Inferpretive
Educational

Research %

16




Natural Heritage Commission

David Etchieson
January 1978

Other
¢ Section 6. Administrative and custodial organization

- Agency relationships and organizational structure

Land management

Visitor and use management

Administrative activities

Adaministrative facilities

Personnel management

Budgetary plan

~ A0

Part IV. Management programs and schedules

>

Maps
Aerial phofograph
Topographic
Vicinity
Surrounding land capability
Ownership
Geology
Spi]s
Drainage
Vegetation
Tolerance classes
Land condition classes
Resource use zones
Land acquisition
Access and trail plan
Service area plan

Allowabie use intensity zones

;eon?
KRS

(1.

Date 22 0f 25

3)
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| APPENDI;X/

A. Scientifit collecting permit

4m 5.07-13\
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