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Purpose of Rule:
Board.

ti h ures and enforcement visions for th el

Rule Based on a Rule From Different Jurisdictions: C Yes X No Jurisdictions:

Short Summary of New Rule or Rule Changes: (explain h greater detail in vour executive summary)

The rule contains revisions to be compliant with Acts from the 2021 Regular Session ofthe
General Assernbly: fee uaivels. licensure fbr unilormed service rnembers and spouses, provisions

for telemedicine. delesates to national testinu asenc v the authorit! to set passing scores as testinq
criteria changcs. upclates specch- lanquag

Applicable Fcderal Regulations: E Yes X No C.F.R. No:

Proposed Rule the Least Restrictive Alternative: X Yes ! No. If not, rl h.'-?

Does it Mirror Federal Regulations or Impose Additional Requirements: n Yes X No

CONTROVERSY

Rule Controversial: E Yes X No Act Controversial in Legislative Session: ! Yes X No

Know'n Interested Parties:
cornment.

time. Licensees and induc tt

Note: In addition to these explanations, the Department/Agency seeking to promulgate
this rule shall submit the attached executive summarr-. Failure to include the summary
will result in the rule being denied.

Comments Made at Legislative Session: \l!\

l

assoctatlotl t-na choose

RULE SUMI{ARY

Reason for Creating or Amending the Rule: The amendments are necessary to clarifv and

uodate procedures for licensees and to comply with Acts 135. 725. 748. 767. 829. and 968 passed

bv the Leeislature in the 2021 General Session.

How does the Rule deviate from the Act: No Deviation

Explain:
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Financial Impact: X Yes n No Total Impact: FY2020: $0 FY202 l: S16.000

Impact Mitigated by Federal Funding: D Yes XNo FY2020: FY2021:

Reasons for Financial Impact:
The financial impact is based on thq possi!i!Il, Olall new licensees availing themselves to the
waiver identified in Act I 53 of 2021 . This number is based on the averase number of new
Iicensees oer vear multiolied bv the cosl of the initial applicatiort.]\nv aoplicant availins
themselves to the Act 153 waiver would result in loss of revenue for the Board.

Please note that the Governor's office rvill not begin the approval process of the foregoing
rule if any of the following applicable documents are not enclosed in the order listed in a
single PDF file.

Rule Request Form

Executive Summary

Mark-Up Version of the Proposed Rule

Clean Version ofthe Proposed Rule

BLR Questionnaire
BLR Financial Impact Statement

Copy of Act or Regulation

n
n
tr
tr
tr
tr
!

,

Public Hearing: E Yes X No Expect public comment from:

None at this time. Licensees and industry association may choose to comment.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

FINAL CHf,CKLIST



Stricken lrngurge would be deleted from 8nd underlined Isrgusge would be added to present lsw.
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93rd General Assembly

Regular Session, 2021
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SENATE BILL 78

5 By: Senators Hill, D. Wallace, T. Gamer, Irvin, J. Hendren, J. English, Flippo

5 By: Representatives Lynch, Cozart, Brown, Evans

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO ESTABLISE THE ARKANSAS OCCUPATIONAL

LICENSINC OT UNIFORMED SERVICE MEMBERS, VETERANS I AND

SPoUSES ACT OF 2021i T0 I4ODIFY THE AUTOMATIC

OCCUPATIONAI LICENSUEE REQUIREWNTS I'OR UNII'ORMED

SERVICES MEMBERS, RETURNING UNIFORMED SERVICES

VETERANS ' AND THEIR SPOUSES; TO DECI.ARE AN EMERGENCY;

AND FOR OTHER PUBPOSES.

Subtitle
TO ESTASLISU ARTANSAS OCCUPATIONA,L

LICENSING OF IJNIFORI{ED SERVICE MEHBERS,

VETERANS ' AND SPOUSES ACT 0F 202I; AND TO

DECLARE AN EMERGENCY,

BE IT ENACTED BI TIIX GENERAL ASSEMDLY OI' TTIE STATE OF ARRANSAS:

SECTION ]. Arkaflaas Code $ l7-l-i06 ls repealed.

(c) J\E Esed +Er th*e 6eeE*sni

{I) '&ut€EtaE*e 1+een6uEe" meaa€ Ehe graEE+EE ef oeelrpaE+onel

++e€s€+nt-es€*t*f
(?) "0eelrp&E+onal l+eeEo+I}6 e*t{Ey" regn6 *r} 6'{{€€-r+€e-dn

lilffiffillilflllllitifi[fl 0l -26-2021 09,J I :35 JMBI 27
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As Engrossed; SI/19/2I sll25lZr sB78

hav+{l6 auEher+ty te 1

reg+etsraE4€nr p€srl+t, er eEheg feEm €{ sEther+Bat+6n Eequked by la$ er rule

pre+€€€4€af-+ed

('r) "ReEn-nlng n*l*Eary veterea" ne*as a ferrer [0e*ber ef the

(|) (l| 4n €eeupaE*e$4l r {eeB6*r}6- enE+Ey €hal} g.alrE eEEesraG+e

e*d--{s+

th€-{€€t€--e€-4+&e*$3+
(X) JF reEErn*nB=m*l+tary yeEer&n aPPly+ag for l+ee-8Er€

(c) The epeuee ef a pereen n-der eubdiv{e{eaa (b)(l)(A)
@

(2) florreverr &n eeerrpa€+enal l+eesre{nB enelEy ehsll be reqE+red

eha+++

@
(2) +ppreve Ehe pEoPssed f,Eles 6'ub$+Eted EnCeE €EbeeeE+ea (e) ef

tb+€-oe€€+€n-+€s€C--e*+

(rl) 1ts deEeEm*nat+en sf $heEher tshe exped*tsed proeese and

2 0l-26-2021 09:31:35 JMBI27
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As Engrossed: SL I 19 l2l SLl26l2l sB78

+++ene*re+-e*d

(gl A*, eEher er*Eer*e Ele rldm+$+eErats+vo REIes

@

seJF}

{*de+-+h{-€--€€€++€+f

(g) A€s+tn +nfor$a'*en f+red iI"+Eh tshe Adn*n+5treE+ve 1r*l6s

SlrbeerEr{Etee sf- the r eg*61&E*ve geu

(3) DeIsBeEs lEs &.E+ss r.}der Ebie seeE*en Ee eee (I) €r -ar6

(I) Subn*E ?ro-esed rEles elrEhorlEed uElder sEbseeEroo (e) eE

Celrne+l for revl sw a

r'lder Che 4rkar}E6s I dsrg$tstreE+ye Froeedure Ae€r $ 35 15 3eI €t eeq,t €nd

(2) Prevtde te ehe Heuee Gersniueee en {€**tr €h{ldre* *n4- Yenthr

' eg*slat+Ye end Xtl+

seets+6a.+++

(a) Aer+ve C€ry n

St€Ee--ef--{rkef,sesr

(B) RetcEE+ng fl+

(€) The epetree ef a pereen u'lder subd{v*e*ens (f}(3)(A)
@

SECTIoN 2. Arkansas Code Tltle 17, Chapter I, ls emeaded to add an

addltlonal chapter to read as follows:
u of Unlfo dS rv1 Mernb r

VeteraRs. and SD eB Act of 202I

r 4 - Arkansas

3 0L-26-2021 09 r 31 :35 JMB127



As Engrossed: StlL9l?t SL l25lZf sB78

l7-4-101 T1t1e.

ILle eLapler shall be knor,rn and nay be clted as the "Arkansas
Occupalional Llcenslng of Unlforrned Servlce Member6, Vererans, and SDou6es

L?-4-102, Leslslative ftndlnes and lntent.
(a) The General Asseubly flnds that:

(1) Arkansas sets the bar as a natlonal leader Ln addresstns

enolovment barrters faced by unlformed servlce menbers. unlfonned servlce
veterans. and thelr spoflaes 1n attalnlns occupatlonal licensure;

(2) Arkansas ls one (l) of onLv four (4) Etates to successfullv
addresg elsht (8) or Blore of the ten ( 10) lssues affectlns unlformed servlce

fanllles ldentlfled bv ths Uolted states Department of Defense:

(3) of the Uflit d States DeDartment of Defense's ten ( 10) issues

in flscal vear 2O2O fout( A ) of the lssue eoflcern occuDat -lonal lir:ens ureof
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sDouses of unlf aervlce rrembers

(41 Antruallv. fourteen and a ha f Dercent (14.52) of sDouaes of
unlforrned servlce rnenbers move acrosa state llne as ooooeed to one and one-

tentb percent (I.IZ) of cl-vllLane;

(5) .$tatqs_ can concinue to lnDrove the atralnment of
occupatlopal llcensure and to e!$inate barrierg lmpedlnq ex0plovment of
spouses of uulforned servlce members followlng a noove aeross gEate llnes:

No. 820 estab t-s rovlslong for the

fau I a 1 1 llcensure or ex edlted occ all 11
actlve-duty aervlce members, recently seDarated veterans r and thel.r srollgqs

who hold occupational llcensure In good standinc In another I urlsd lctl-olrland
(7) Add{ttonal 6teDs need to be Eaken to clarlfy, slnDllfy, aDd

elevate the occuDatlqlal llcensure process for unlformed servlce nembers L

tnlformed servLce veielana, and tbeir apousea.

Eof General Assemb to add oc

Llcensure barriers that lmpede the launch and sustainabllity of clvlLian
occupatlonal careers and enplovrnent faced bv unt fotned servlce members.

4 0l-26-2021 09: 31 r 35 JMBI27

Act of 2021t.

unlformed eervlce vereraos. and rhelr spouses due to freouent unlforned
aervlce asslEnnent by:

( 1) Provldlnq !



As Engrossed: sl l19 !21 S1l26l2l SB78

(A) Automatic occupatio nal llcenaure or exDedlted

tional to rIl. e lders to d te thelr en

the r.ro rc.e f thls state
(B) Temporarv or Drovislonal llcensure Eo inltial

llcensure candidates ra,htle exDedltine ful1 llcenEure !

(C) Leqlslatlve overslqht of rulenaklng bv occuDational

lLcenslng enEltle€ to ensure removal of occuDational licensure barriers faced

by un,.fomled servlce menbers. unlforned servl.ce vetera s. afld thelr spousesi

and

(D) Culdance to assure effect lve ruLemaklns and cl-ear

Iicense appllcatlofl lnstructlons to uniforned ecrvlce members, qqiformed

service veterans. and thelr spousesi

(2) Recognlzlns unlforned servlce educatlon. traltrlns,
experlence, and credentials of uniforned aervlce 4embera 44d rllIllpllpell

i te n.9 t tt occu ational licensu
end re lratlon and a ucatL

requlred for occupational lt censure renelral when a unlfo d servl-ce member
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ts deployed.

I7-4-i.03, Deflnltlons,
As used h thls chapter:

(I) "Automatlc occupatlonal licensure" means the qrantine of
occuDatlonal llcensure wlthout an lndlvldual's havlng met qccllpeEtqlql

licensure reoulrements Drovlded rth 1s t ItLe or bv the rules of the

relevant occupatlonal lleenslng entllyi
(2) "occupetlonal llcenstne entltv" meals all office. board.

commlasion. deoartment. councll. bureau ot oEher ncage v of state sovernment

havlns authorlty to llcense. certlfy, regLater, permlt, or otherwlse
u rlze an 1n I a oc 7 or

nox Tncludlng occupatTots or profe ions wlthJn the ludtclal branch of
tes slon

t c tloas o u t to the rtnt
conxrol of the Suoreme Coutt:

tlonal I re" llcense certificaE
reglstratlonr perElt, or oEher forn of authorizaElon requlred by law or rule
rhat Ja rerml.l red for an indlvldual to qeinal]a rtlc ularoc cuDaL tonoT

ptofesslonr

5

aflqa

0l-26-2021 09r31 : 35 JMB127



As Engrossedr Sl l19l2l SIl26lzI sB78

States Marlne Corpe, Unlted States Navy, Unlted States Space Force, or
National Guard:

(B) An actlve conponent member of the Nstlonal oceanlc and

AtmosDherlc Adntnigtratlon Conmlssloned of f icer CorDs : or
(C) An actlve or reserve c t member of the United

States Conmlssloned Corps of the Public Eealth Servlcei and

Unired States unlformed servlces d1s chareed under eondltLons other rhan

dlshonorable,

l7-4-104. AppLlcablllty,
Unless otherwlse sEated ln thls haDt thls chartef, aDDllee to3
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1 A unlformed

Arkansas i

regldency ln the SEate of Arkansas; and

r stat d in the SEate o

eatabll8hes reaLdencv ln the state.

An occuDatlonal LLcBnslns entlEy Bhall grant automatlc occupaElonal

llcensure to ensase ln gn occuDatlon r nrofcsslon to an lndJvldual who 1

(2) The holder ln Eood standlnq of occupatlonal llcensure with
Biltrllar ecope of practlce lssued by anoEher etate, terrltorv. or dlstr{ct of

6

the United States ,

0L-26-2021 09 r31 : 35 JMBt27

(4) I'Unlformed servlce member" r0eans:

(A) An actlve or regerve component menbet of the Unlted

States A1r Force. Unlted states Armv. Untted States Coast Guard. Unlted

(5) "Uplformed Eervlce veEeran" means a former nember of the

(2) A unlformed servlce veteran who resldes 1n or estabLlshes

(3) The spouse of:
(A) A persofl ll8ted 1n subdlvlslon (l) or (2) of this

sectl,onr
(B) A unlforfled 8ervlce xoember $rho 1s asslsned a tour of

duty that excludes the utrlformed servlce nenber's sDouse fron accomDanvlnq

the unlforned servlce meober and the BDouse rel-ocaEes to Ehls state! and

(C) A untforned servlce meruber who is kll1ed or sJ:ccumbs

to hls or her lnltrries or llLness 1rr the llne of duty if Ehe sDouse

17-4-I05. Autonatic occupatlonal liceosute.

(i) Llsted 1n $ l7-4-104r and

l



As Engrossed: SL lL9l2l SLl26l2L sB78

17 -4- LO6, Expedlted occupational llceneute.
(a)(l) An occuDatlorlal ]-iceEstns entltv nav submlt Droposed rules

recoEmendlng an expedlteil Drocesa for the artal nent of occupatlonal
Licens ure lns Lea d of auromatlc oc oaal llcensure as Drovlded under S L7-cuDat

4-105 to the Adnlnlstrstlve Rules SubcoEmltiee of the Lestslatlve Council.
(2) The propoEed rules deacribed in subdLvlslon (a)(1) of this

sectlon shall lnclude temporary or provislonal occupatlonal llcensure
provlsions wlth a term of nlnety (90) days or more.

(3) The occupatlonal llcenslnc entl tv shall Drovlde automstic

occupatlonal- Llcensure lf the Droposed expedl ced occuDatlonaL llcensure rules

(2) An occuDat I llcenslns entitv 6ha11 prov e the eDDl-icanc
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enable the aDDllcant !o secure enp ovment ln his or het occupatlon or

17-4-107. Acceptance of unlformed service educatlon. tralning.
experlence. or servlce-tssued credenLlal,

An occupatlonal llcenslns entlty s 1l acceDt relevant and aoollcable
unlformed servlce educatton. Eralnlns . or servlce-lssued credenElal toward

occuDatlonal l{eensure suallflcatlons or reoulrements when conslderlng an

apDllcatlon for ln1tle1 llcensure of sn lndlvldual who ts:
(I) A unlforned servlce Tnember: or
(2) A unlformed servlce vetersn who makes an application within

one (l) llear of hls or her dlscharge from unlformed servlce,

17-4-108. Extenslon of license exolratlon and continuinq education

reoulreroents,
(a) A[ occupaclonal licenBitrs entlrv sha1l extend the explraEion date

of an occupatlonal lLcensute for a deployed unlformed eervlce member or his
^-a 

Lfi-,|'-,I a.i 'L+r' LI the date of thr har .na"o- f^ r

7

(lan) d Bf

0L-?.6-2021 09:31:35 JMB 127

are not approved 6s requlred bv S l7-4-1O9.
(b)(l) An occupational licensinE entlEv shall exDedtte the Drocess for

tnltlal occupatlonal llcensure for an tndlvldual who is llsEed ln $ 17-4-104.

under Bubdtvlslon (b)(l) of thls seeEion wlth a tenporarv or Drovlslonal
llcenae uDon recelDt of required docunentatlon or the successful comDletion

of any exaElnation reoulred by the relevBnt occupatlo+aL llcensiflq entr-tv Eo

Drofe6 s ion.



As Eagroased: SllL9l2l SI l26l2I SB 78

untforned servlce memberts return frou deploynent.
(b)(1) An occupatloaal li.cenaLns entlty shall allow a fu1l or partlal

exemDtlon fron a contlnulns educati requlrement that ls required as a

corrDonent of occuDatlonal llcensure for an indlvldual, who 1s Llated ln
subsectlon (a) of thls sectlon until one hundred elshty (180) days followlnA
the date of the unlforned servlce memb 's return fEom deDloYment.

(2) An occupatlonal llcenslns entlty th&t alLows ful1 or pertlaL
exemption from conEl.nulng educatlon requlrenents may requLre evldence of
conpletlon of contlnulnq educatlon before srautlnq a subaequent occupatloual

llcensure or auEhorizLnc Ehe 1o f an occuDatlonal llcensure,

17-4-109. Leaislatlve overslght of ruIes.
(a) The Adminlstratlve Rulee Subcornrnltt o f the Le lss lative Councll
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(I) Revlew the proposed rules of an occupatlonal licensLng

Dublic comment Derlod ends under Ehe Arkansas Adol.nistratlve Procedure Act. $

25-15-201 er seq J ,eqd

r d es submltted t7 -4 -l 6 ase

oni
(Al A deterninatlon of ther the exDedited Drocesa

provldes the Least restrlctlve means of atta ln1nq oc t lonal licensure: andcuDa

(B) Anv other crtterla tbe Admlnistratlve Rules

Subcomnlttee of the Leslslaclve Councll determlnes necessary to achleYe lhg
oblectlves of thls sectLon,

(b) The Adnlntstratlve Rules SubcorbltEee of Lhe Les,islatlve Councll
nav:

(1) EseabLl.sh a further subcomnlttee to asslst in the dotles
aselgned to Ehe Admlnlgtratlve Rules Subcomlttee of the Lesielatlve CouoclL

urrder thL8 gectlonr
(2) Asslqn lnfor[aElon fl1ed vrtEh the Adnlntstratlve Rules

SqbcolEllttee of rhe Legle].atlve Couocil under Ehie sectlofl to one (I) or nore

Bubcomrltteeg of the LeElslattve Councll, lncludtnq vrlthout llml.tauion a

subcopnlctee creaEed under subdlvlslon (b)(l) of thls sectioni or
(3) DeleRate the dutle€ of the Admlrd stratlve Rules Subcotrrrlttee

Lhis sectlon to one (l) or nroreof the Leclslative Council. under

I 0L-26-2OZ| 09:3I :35 JMBI27

shall.:

entltv as submltted for public conment at 1ea6t thlrtv (30) days before the



As Engrossed: SLl19 l2L SLl26l2l sB78

I7-4-110. ResDons ibilltLes of occuoatlonal licenslns entlties.

approval before the proposed rules are proxnulgated under the Arkansas

I^7eb31te a llnk ent itled "Ml11tsrv Menber Llcensurerr tha directlv leads to
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I-esislatlve and Mlllt arY Affairs an annual reDOrf stat lnc the number of
lndtvlduala qranted automattc occuDatlonal llcensure and exDedLted

occupational llcensure und€lthls cbgpeer.

SECTION 3. EMERGENCY CLAUSE, II 1S f aod detemined bv the

General Assembly of the state of Arka+$as that current LavJs and

edmlnistrative rules reEardlnE the lssuance of occupaElonal llcellges.

aervlce members. unlformed aervr.ce v€terens. and their aDouses: Ehat

addtclonal exDedlted processes. automa tlc 1 lcensure. and extended exDlratlon
dates of occupaLional llcenses, certlflcqtes. and lernits ls needed to ensure

that unlformed servlce uenbers, unlformed servJce veterans. and their sDotses

oay praetlce their chosen occuDatloD or Dto f.es8lon 1n the State of Arkansac:

and Etrat thls act ls lmnedlatelv necessarv to renove baErlers and hardshlps

J.n ohtalnlng occupatlonal llcenses, certlflcates, and permlts for unlforned
servlce m€mbers, unlforBed serrrlce veterans, and thelr spouses. Therefore, an

enerqencv ls declafed to exlst. and thls act belnE Lnmedlately necessary for
lhe pEesgrvatlon of the publlc peace, heaLth, and eafe[y ehal1 become

9

effective on:

AI-26-2021 09 : 31 :35 JMB127

subco nnlttees of the LeEisletlve Councll. {hLch hall be sublect to the flnal
revleeJ and aDDroval of_the Adml-nLstratlve Rules Subcommlf,tee of the

Leglslatlve Councll.

An occuDatLonal llcensl.nq entltv shall,l
(1) Subolt propoged rules authorized under S ,7-4-105 to the

Admlnlstrsti.ve RuJ.es Subcomrlttee of the Leslslat.lve council for revlew and

Adnlnistretlve Procedure Act. S 25-i5-201 et seq.l
(2) If the proposed rules ara not approved as requlred under S

17-4-109. provlde automatlc occupat+onal llcensure to an lndl.vldual listed ln
$ l7 -4 - 104 r

(3) Post DromLnentlv on the occuDattousl licenslnq entltv's

1[formatlon app].lcable to an lndtvlduaL Ltsted In $ 17-4-104! arld

(4) Provlde to the Hou6e connlttee on AqinE. chlldren and Youth'

certlflcatses. and permlts are barriers and create a hardohip for unlforned
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As Engrosoed: SL I L9l2L Sll26l2L SB78

(l) The date of its approval by the Gover[ort
(2) If the bLll is nelther approved nor veroed bv the Governor.

the exDlratlon of the perlod of tltne durlne whlch the Governor luay veEo the

b111: or

oed the Governorf rhe bi
overrldden, the date the last house overrldes the veEe.

/s/fi'71

APPEoYED ! 2l23l2l

IO 0l-26-2021 09:3I:35 JMB I27



Stricken language would be deleted from and underliued language would be sdd€d to present lrw.
Act 725 of the Regular Sesslon
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State of Arkansas

93rd General Assembly

Regular Session, 2021

As Enzrossed: S3l lO/21-A Biil
SENATE BILL I53

By: Senators Gilmorc, B. Ballinger, Beckham, Bledsoe, B. Davis, Flippo, T. Ganter, K. Hammer, Hesler,

B. Johnson, D. Sullitan, C. Tucker, D. Wallace

By: Representatives Ray, Bedty Jr., l,{. Berry, Boyd, Brooks, Brown, Frrman, Haak McCollum,

Underwood, Wardlaw

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO CREATE THE WORKFORCE EXPANSION ACT OF 2021i

AND FOR OTEER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO CREATE THE WORKTORCE EXPANSION ACT OF

202t.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMILY OF THE SIATE OF ARKANSAS;

SECTIoN l. Arkaflsas code Tlti-e 4, Chapter 25' Subchapter I' ts amended

to add an addltlonal aectlon to read aa follows i

l!-7\-1lO r ^air.q{n lnrllrr{,l .I e -Fe walver f
(a) Notwlthsrandins any law to the contrarv, the 1+1Elal flllng fees.

permlt fees, and llcenshs fees a8goc ted rrlEh the formatlon of a bueiness

ln th!6 6taEe sha1l be walved for apDllca[tg lrho rEet the reoulrements 1n the

Workforce Expanslon Act of 2021. S l7-4-1ol et seq.
(b) ADproprlate state entltles shall:

(I) Publlsh notlce of the fee sralver on:

A The web tte malntalned the !Q riate sra

entltys anl!

(B) Any relevgnc forns thet 6n eppllcant is requlred to
comrLetei and

(2\ Promulsate 8nv neceasarv s to lnplement thls sectlon.

rffiutNilmffiflililumffi 03-10-2021 09;21 :37 JMBl5l



As Engrossed: Si l L0l2l

SECTION 2. Arkaneas Code T1tle 17, ls auended to add an addlrlonal
chapter to read as follows:

ChaDter 4 - Workforce Expans lon Act of 202L

Ttrls chaoter shall be knor^'n and may be clted a6 the rrllorkforce

gB153

(3) Arkansas should walve lnitlal fees agaoclated wlEh
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DeroLt. or other form of authorlzaElon re{ulred by 1aw or rule that la
required for an lndtvldual to enAage 1D a partlcular oeeup€4q! ar
proteasloni and

(21(A) "Llcen8lns entltvrr peaflg afl offlce. board. comlgslon,
deDartment. councll. bureau. or other aEencv of aEaEe Eovernnent bavlnq

authorlEy to Ltcense. cerElfy. regj.ater, permlE. or otherwige aEthorlze an

t-ndivldual co eEAaae 7n a DerticuTat occuDatlon or Drofeesron.

subdlvlsTon of the state or anv g-tber Tocal or reqional Eovernrnental entlty.
lncludlns wTthout llnttation a citv of the flrst class, a citv of the second

2 03- r0-2021 09:2I:37 JMB15I

17-4-101. Ttt1e.

Expanslon Act of 2021r' .

I7-4-102. Lesislatlve flndlnss - ?urpoee.
(a) The Ce[eral Assembly flnds thaEr

(l) EntreDreneurs and workers must pav varlous faes 1n order to
vork ln a government-requlated profession or occupatlon or !o start a 6nall
buslness in Arkansas i

(2) Famllle8 trvltrg to bresk the cvcle of Fovernment dependeEcv

shoul-d trot have to pav the state to earn a llvtnRr and

occupatloral atrd .profesBional regulatlons and the formatlon of a buglness for
low-income lnd1vlduals.

(b) It ls the D]trpose of Ehis chaDter to lncrease access to
professional afld occupatlonal llcenses that rrould otheru'lse be cost
prohlbltlve for certatn lndlvlduals.

l7-4-I03. Deftpltlons.
As used ln thls chapter:

(1) "Llcenae'r means a llcense, certlflcate. reqistratlon.

(B) nlicenslnE entltv't does not TncTude a polit.ical

c7ass, an tncorDorated town. or a eowttv.



As Eogroseed: 831l0/21 SBI53

not reou! te an Tnit1 aJ. ee rin .11 duaTs who are Eeekins to receTve e
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I receLv asslst et htheA Medica!
ProEren. the Supplement.aT NuttLtlo4 ABsistanee Proaran, the Speclal
SuDDlernentel Nutrlx ion Ptosr am f or Wonen, Infante. and Children, the

Tenoorarv Aselstance fot Needy Fanllle' Ptoqran. or the Llfe7lne Assistdnce
Procrafi:

(2) Was approveil for lner@l-owlent wlthln the Tast Ewelve (12)

nonths t or
j ani that does ed h ed tce

(2002) ot the federaT Doverty Tncome euldellnes,
(b) fhe walver of the lnttiaL fee does not Tnclude fees for:

The trnent of llunen w7 es t D vlslon of
Sewlces sha77 colTabotate erlth a Ttcenslna entity concerninE verlficatlon of

717 r b7 be t t t9 which na lnclude ob7

si pned aonsP,],|. frofr the aDDTTcant.

I7-4- I05. Licensins entity dutles,
A llcensinE entlty shall:

(l) Publlsh 4otlce of the fee walver on:
(A) The rdebsite rnalncained by the llcenslnE entltyt and

(B) Any reJ.evant forns Ehat aE apDllcant is requlred to

(2) PromulEate anv necessary rules to ln0olement this chapter,

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE,

SECTIONS l and 2 of thls act eha11 be effectlve on and after Januarv 1.

/ e /ellnore
APPR0YED:4/15/21

2022.

3 03-10-2021 09:21:37 JMB l5I

17-4- I04 . Fee rralver.
(a) Notwlthstandlnq any lew to the contrarv, d TTcenslnq entitv sha77

LTcense 7n thls state lf the aopTTcaat:

(ll A crlminal backqround checkt
(2) An exenlnetTon or a teatt or
(3) A nedlcal or dnlE test.

complete; and
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State ofArkansas

93rd General Assembly

Regular Session, 2021

Strick€n language would be deleted from and undedlncd lsnguage rould be added io present lsw.
Act 746 of the Regular Session

A BiII
HOUSE BILL I735

By: Representative Penm

By: Senator Hestrr

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE OCCUPATIONAL OR PROFESSIONAL

LICXNSURE FOR CERTAIN INDTEDUALS; AND FOR OTHEB

PURPOSES .

Subtitle
TO A1YTIIORIZE OCCUPATIONAL OR PROTESSIONAL

LICENSURE TOR CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS.

BE IT ENACTED BY TIIE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF T}IE STATE OF ARKANSAS I

SECTTON l. Arkansas Code Tltl.e 17, Chapter l, subchapter I' ls amended

to add an additlonal" sectlon to read as follows:
17- 1- 109. Licensins of certa n tndlvlduals - Definlt.lons,
(a) As used tn thl-B Becllon;

" ueaos a 1 enset sl l_1

certtfl"caie. reglsEratlon. permlE. or other form of autlorizatlon reoulred bv

1aw or rule for an lndivldual Eo e sese in a Dartlcular occuDatlon or
professloni and

(,2) rroccupatloaal or profesgional llcenglog entltv" means an

offlce, board. comnleelon, department, council. bureau. or other aaency of
stste soveronent hsvlna a-uthorfty Eo 1lcense. certlfv. res.lster. pe"nlr. or
othenrlse authorlze afl lndlvldual to ensase ia a parlicular occuDatlon or
professlon.

(b) An occuDational or profess 1 llcenelng enElty shall grant an

s1 1lic se under this ecrl
fulfllls the requlrement.s to Dractlce an occ_upatlofl or profe€slon ln thls

IilI]IIIilfiNflHIililffi[I 03tl5n0?l 2:33:14 PM JM8388

l

i



EB 1735

state and 1a a Derson who hold6 a Federal Forrn I-766 Unlted States
CitizenshlD afld lnnlsratlon Services-lssued EnDloym€nt Authorlzaclon

SEC?IoN 2, D0 NOT CODItr'Y. Rul-es lmplenentlns thls act,
(a) A11 occupational or professional llcenslng efltltles shall

Dromulgate ru1e9 necessary to lmplemenc thls gct.
(b)(l) Whefl adoDtlnq Lhe lnitlal rules to lmolement thLs act. the

flna} rule she11 be flled wlth the S of s f Arc fc,r adontlon unde I s

25-15-204 (fl z

(A) On or before January l, 2022i o^r

roval er 0-3- 09 has not o

I 2 s soon as ractlcable af ra under

(?\ An occupatloral or profesgl.onal liceDslng entlty shaIl flle
the proposed ruLe r,rlth the Leslslative counciL under S 10-3-309(c)

sufflclently tn advance of January 1. 2022. so thaE the LeElslarlve council
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may conslder the rule for approval before January L' 2022.

AIPBOVED r 4lL9l2L

2 031 15120?L 2:33t L4 Pll J1rlB388

Docunent. knowfl Dopularlv as a rrwork permlt".
(c) This sectlon is a state lar., lrlthln the meanlng of subsectlon (d)

of 8 U.S.C. S 1621. as existtns on JanuarJ I. 202I.

I



stricken languege wolld be deleled from and undcrllncd lrnguage would be rdded to presert lsw.
Act 748 ofthc Regulnr Sffsion
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State ofArkansas

93rd General Assembly

Regular Session, 2021

A BiII
HOUSE BILL I796

By : Representative Cozart

By: Senator Hill

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND OCCUPATIONAL CRIMINAI, BACKEBOI'}ID

CHECK6; Al{D FOB OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND OCCUPATIONAL CRI!,IINAL

BACKCROI'ND CEECKS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTIoN 1. Arkansas Code $ 17-3-102(b)(I), concemLng llcenslng
restrr-ctions based oo crlminal reeords, le auended to read as foLLows:

(b)(l) If an indlvldual has been convlcted of a crlme llsted ln
subsectlon (a) or subsectlon (e) of thls sectLon, a l"tcenslng enLlty may

I,aive d1s qualtflcatlon or revocatr-on of a llceose based oD the couvLctlon lf
a request for a walver 1s nade bY:

(A) An sffected appllcant for a llcense; or
(B) The lndlvtdual hoLdlng a llcense sulject to

revocatlon.

convlctlon or the date on lrhlch Drobatlon or l[carceratlon ends unless a

rralver Ls qranted under subsectlon (b) of thls Bectlon:
(f) Capltal nurder as prohlblted tn $ 5-10-I0li

il$nffiilfltfllilfr]ilffil]il $118n021 9:37:36 AM .IMB05l

SECTION 2. Arkanaas Code S l7-3-102(e), concernlng llcenslng
restrlctlons based on crlmtnal f,ecords, ia ame[ded to read a6 follo$s:

(e) Due to the serious nature of the offenses, the follovring shall
result ln ?€msse*€ disqualtficatlon for llcengure. regardlesg of uhe date of
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HB I796

(2) Murder ln rhe first degree ae prohtblred tn g 5-10-102 and

Eurder ln the eecond degree as prohlblted Ln g 5-10-103;
(3) Ktdnapptng a6 prohiblred tn g 5-1r-I02t
(4) Aggravated assault upon a law enforcenent offlcer or an

enployee of a cotrect.loaal fac111ty as prohlblted ln g 5-13-2i1, lf a class y
felony;

(5) Rape ae prohlblted ln | 5-14-103;
(6) gerruaL extortlon as prohlblted 1n S 5-I4-113;
(7) Sexual aeeault 1n the flrst degree as problblted in $ 5-I4-

124 and sexual assault ln the seco[d degree as prohlblted in S 5-14-125;
(8) Incest aB prohlblted ln S 5-25-202t

t9) Efidangering the welfare of an lnco[petent persofl ln the
flrsr degree as prohiblted ln $ 5-27-201;

(10) Endangertng the welfare of a rnlnor In the fLrst degree as

prohlbtted ln g 5-27-205 i
(lf) AdulL abuse that coEstiEutes a felony as prohiblted 1n $ 5-

28- 103; and

(12) Arson a€ prohtblted ln S 5-38-301.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code S t7-3-102(g), concernlng llcenslng
restrlctslons based on crfulnal records, ls amended to read a6 folLolrs:

(S) Ttre penss*enE dlsquallf icatioa fo! an offense Ltsted ln subsectlon
(a) or subaectlon (e) of thls section does not apply to Ln lndlvldual who

holds a valld llcense on July 24t ?019.

APPBOVED: 4l19l2l

2 031181202t 9:37 t36 AM JlfBOs1



QUESTIONNAIRE
FOR FILING PROPOSED RULES WITH THE

ARKANSAS LE(;ISLATIVE COUNCIL

DEPARTMENT/AGENCY Arkansas Board oI Examiners in Spccch-Language Pathol ogy and Audiology
DMSION Arkansas Department of Health-Division ol'Health Related Boards and Commissions

DMSION DIRECT C)R \latr Grlnrorc

CONTACT PEIISON Ch.rrles ( arler. Director

ADDRESS ,181 5 Wesl Markham. Slot 7l
PHONE NO. (501) 537-9ls l FAX NO.
NAME OF PRESENTER AT COMMITTEE MEITING Charlcs Cartcr

PRESf, NTER E-MAIL Charles.R.Cartcr(@arkansas.gov

E-MAI L abcspa@)arkansas.sov

INSTRUCTIONS

A. Please make copies of this form for future use.

B. PIease anslyer each question completely using layman terms. You may use additional sheets if necessary.

C. If you haye a method of indexing your rules, please give the proposed citation after "Short Title of this
D- Rule" helow.
E. Submit two (2) copies of the Questionnaire and Financial Impact Statement attached to the front of two (2)

copies ofthe proposed rule and r€quired documents. Mail or deliver to:

Jessic, C. Sutton
Administrstive Rules Review Section
Arkansas Legislative Council
Bureau of lrgislative Research
One Capitol Mall, 5th FIoor
Little Rock, AR 72201

********r.****r.*rr** * **** ** * **:t r.* r. r( * ** * * rr* **rk********* *r.**r.*** * * * ** * *'r.* *'* * r. ** r. rk * * rr * r. :l * rr* lr:kr.* ** * * * * * rr

1. What is the short title of this rulc? Arkansas Board of Examiners in Speech-Languagc Pathology and Audiology Rules

2. What is the subject of the proposed rule? Licensing and regulation of speech-language pathology and
audiology

l. Is this rule required to comply with a federal statute, rule, or regulation? Yes No

If CS' lease provide the federal rule, re tion, and/or statute citation,

,t. Was this rule filed under the emergency provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act?

vesnxoE
If yes, what is the effective date of the emergency rule?

When does the emergency rule expire?

Will this emergency rule be promulgated under the permanent provisions of the Administrative Procedure

Act? YesENo
Reyised .lune 2019



5. Is this a nerv rule? Yes No lf yes, please provide a brief summary explaining the rule.

Does this repeal an existing rule? Yes! No Ifyes, a copy ofthe repealed rule is to be included with your

completed questionnaire. If it is being replaced with a new rule, please provide a summary of the rule giving

an explanation ofwhat the rule does.

Is this an amendment to an existing rule? Yes No ! tfyes, please attach a mark-up showing the changes in

the existing rule and a summary ofthe substantire changes. Note: The summary should explain what the

amendment does. and the mark-u co should be clearl labeled "mark-u

6. Cite the state law that grants the authority for this proposed rule? Ifcodified, please give the Arkansas Code

citation-

Acts No: 135, 7 48, 725, 7 67, 829 of 2021

7. What is the ose of this osed rule? Wh is it necessaur ro

See attachcd

Adds changes required by 2021 legislation; delegates to national tcsting agency the authority to set passing

scores; updates speech-language pathology assistant provisions.

ReYised .Iune 2019



8. Please provide the address where this rule is publicly accessible in electronic form via the Internet as required

by Arkansas Code $ 25-19-108(b).

abcspa.conl

9. Will a public hearing be hetd on this proposed rule? Yes!No Ifyes, please complete the following:

Date :

Time:

Place:

10. When does the public comment period expire for permanent promulgation? (Must provide a date.)

t2t3 t t2021

ll. What is the proposed effectiye date ofthis proposed rule? (Must provide a date.)

0t t3 t 12022

12. Please provide a copy of the notice required under Ark. Code Ann. S 25-15-204(a), and proof of the publication

ofsaid notice. attached prool'will be sent

13. Please provide proof of filing the rule with the Secretary of State as required pursuant to Ark. Code An n. $ 25-

1s-20{(e). Proofwill be sent

Nonc at this time. Licensccs and industry association may choose to commcnt

1,1. Please give the names of persons, groups, or organizations that you expect to comment on these rules? Please

provide their position (for or against) if known.

Revised June 2019



PLEASE ANS\l'ER ALL QI-IESTIO\S COiIIPLETELY

DEPARTI\lE:{T Arkinsas Eoard ol-Ixamincrs in Spccch-Languagc iarhology and :\udiolog)
I)MSION Arkansas I)cpartnrcnt ol'llcrlth-l)i!iiion ol llcallh Rclrlc{l Boartls and ('onrmissions

PERSO\ COlIPl.[]Tl\(; l tllS Sl Al'E\tE\'l ( harlc\ ( irrtcr

SHORT TITI,E OI'THIS RL LE

L Does this proposed, amended. or repcaled rule hare a financial impact: VesESoE

2. Is the rule based on thc best reasonablt obtainable rcientific, technical, economic, or other eliderce and

information a! ailable concerning thc need ftrr, conscquences of, and alternatiles to the rrlc?

Yes \o tr

J. ln consideration of thc alternatives to lhis rule, was this rule dctermined bt- thc agency to bc the lcast costl]

rule considered? \'es ron
If an agencf is proposing a morc costlt rule, pleasc stale the following:

a) HorI the additional bencfits of lhe morc costl! rule justif! its additional cost;

b) The rcason fr)r adoption ofthe nrore cortlt rule;

c) \\'hcther the nrorc costll ruleisbasedontheintcrcstsofpuhlicherlth,safel\.or$elfarc.andifso,plcase

c\ la in: a nrl

d) Whethcr thc rcason is $ithin thc scopc ofthe agcoc)'s statutor)'authoril). and ifso, plcase explain,

Rerisctl Junt'2019

FI\-AIiCIAL :}I PAC]T STAT'ENII.]NT

TELEPHON E NO. r50I ) 5.1r-91j I FAX No._ EI|IAl L: ab.-spr 4 arkrnias.go\

To compll $ith Ark. Code Ann.8 25-15-20{(e). pleasr complete thc foltoting Financial lmpact Statenert and file
t$o (2) copies !rith the Questionnaire and proposed rules,

Arkansas Board of [ixamin,"'rs in Spcech-[.anguagc Patholog] and Audiologv Rules



{. lf the purpose ofthis rule is to implemeot a federal rule or regulation, please state the folloring:

a) What is the cost to impl€ment the federal rule or regulation?

Qglrent Fiscal Year Nglt Fiscal Year

General Revenue S 0 00

Federal Funds
Cash Fu nds

Federal Funds
Cash Funds
Special Revenue
Other ( Identify)

Total

Spec ialRevenue
Other ( Identif')

Total s000

b) What is the additional cost ofthe state rule?

Current Fiscal Year

5 0.00

Nert Fiscal Year

Federal Funds
Cash Funds
Special Revenue
Other (ldentif]')

$000

Federal Funds
Cash Fu nds
Special Revenue
Other (ldentif! )

Tota I

5. What is the total estimated cost b! fiscal year to any private individual, entitt and business subject to the

proposed, amended, or repealed rule? Identif] the entia!(ies) subject to the proposed rule and erplain hou'

they are affected.

Current FiscalYear Nert Fiscal Year

Thcre wrll bc decrcased financial obligatron for applicants who qualify. and subscqucntly
rcduction in liccnsurc incomc for thc Agcncy. Thc cstimatcd impact is a rcduction of$16,000

6. Whal is th€ total esiimated cost by fiscal year to state, county, and municipal gov€rnment to implement this

rule? ls this the cost of lhe program or grant? Please erplain horr the government is affected.

Cu rrent F iscal Year

$ 0.00 $ 0.00

Torat S 0 00

Revised June 2019

Ceneral Revenue S 0.00

Geoeral Revenue $ 0.00 Cenera I Revenue $ 0.00

s 16.000 $ t6,000

Ne:rt Fiscal Year



7. lvith resFct to the agenc]'s ans$ers to Questiors #5 and #6 abor'{:. ls there a nerr or increased cost or obligation of at
least one hundrcd thousrnd dollrrs (S100,000) pcr !ear to a privatc individual, pr:yate ertit!, privatc businelis, ltatc
gor crnmcn
i". E x,

nt\ gorernment, municipr:rl gorcrnment, or to t1ro (2) or more of those r[tities combined','cou

lf YES, the agenc) is required bl Ark. Code Ann. $ 25- 15-20{(ex-l) to filc [ritter findings at the time of filing
ahe fiIlancial impact strtement. Thc $ritlen findings shall tre filed simultaneoush rrith the fioancial impact
statement and shall include, n'ithout limitation, thc follo$ing:

(l) a starcmrnt ofthe rulc's basis and purposc:

(3) a description ofthe factual evidcnce that:
(a) justifics thc agrnc\'s need for thc proposed rule; and
(b) describcs horl thc benelits of thc rule meet the relevant statutor] objectives and justif! the rule's costs:

(.1) r list of lcss costl)" altcrnatives to tlc proposed rule and thc reasons r h.t.' lhe altcrnatives do not adequat€lt
address the probleor lo br solrcd bv the proprrscd r!le;

(5) a list of alternatires 1o the proposed rule that rlcre suggestcd as a result of public commenl and the reasons
rvh)' the altcrnativcs do not adequatclv address thc problcm to bc solved by thc proposed rulc;

(6) a statcment ofrlhcthcr existing rules hayc created or contributcd to the problem the rgenc! seeks to
address !iith the proposed rule and, iferisting ruler hare created or contributed to the problcnr, an
erplnnati(,n of \r hl lmendment or repcal of thc rulc creatiog or contributing to the problcm is not { sulTicient
responsel and

(7) rn agonc] planforrerieu ofthe rule no less than ercr) ten(10) lears to deternr ine n hether, based upon
the eyidcnce. ti:ere rcmains a nced for lht rulc including, rvithout limit*tion, $ hether:

(a) the rule is achieving the ststutorl objectiles:
{ b) thc benc{its of thc rulc continue to justift its costs; and
(c) the rule can be amended or repealed to reduce costs rihile continuing to achieve the statulor)

objectires.

Reliscd.Junc 2019

(2) the problem the agenc! secks to address $ith the proposed rulc, including a statement oflthether a rule is

required b! statutei



Arkansas Board of Examiners in

Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology
48'15 West Markham Street, Slot 72 . Little Rock, Arkansas 72205-3867 o (501) 357-915'1

abespa.com o abespa@arkansas.gov
Charles Carter, Director. Aimee Cloud, Chair o Dr. Andrea Sieczkowski, Vice Chair

Dr. Randall Cummings o Melanie Meeker o Geraldine Sterling . Elizabeth Williams

Proposed Amendments to the Arkansas Board of Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiologr's Rule

PurDose
The Arkansas Department of Health is seeking Govemor Hutchinson's review of
proposed amendments to the Arkansas Board of Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology Rule promulgated by the Board.
Backqround
Pursuant to 17-93-202.lhe Board has authority to promulgate rules necessary to carry out
the functions olthe Board. Several pieces of legislation were enacted in the previous
session thal affected the Board's administrative functions and amendments to the rule is
required. The Board Director and legal counsel prepared the attached amendments as a

result of this legislation. The Board approved these proposed amendments at a Board
meeting on September 17.

Key Points
The proposed amendments contain the following changes:

. Adds language regarding fee waiver for eligible individuals listed in Act 725 of
2021 (Attomey General's (AG) office model language).

o Language update, licensure extension, and continuing education requirement
waiver language updated/added per Act 135 of2021 (AG's office model
language).

o Removes reference to "permanently disqualifoing offenses" per Act 748 of2021
(AG's office model language).

o Adds language regarding telemedicine per Act 767 of 2021(AG's office model

language).
. Adds language regarding Arkansan's access to telemedicine per Act 829 of2021

(AG's office model language).

Discussion
Most ofthe rule changes use model language prepared by the Attorney General's ofllce
to comply with legislative changes that affect multiple boards. The continuing education
section changes the nt continuing education process to an auditing process.

/o-)r-2/
(Board Director) (Date)
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