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Effective Date: March 7, 2018
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EMERGENCY CLAUSE

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education and the Arkansas Department of Education are
proposing rule changes for the purpose of providing qualified educators in Arkansas public
schools, and to remove some barriers to the recruitment and retention of persons interested in
becoming licensed teachers and administrators; and

WHEREAS, Acts 294, 416, 564, 588, and 1063 have been in effect since July 31, 2017, which
are being implemented by the Rules Governing Educator Licensure and the repeal of these rules;
and

WHEREAS, Ark. Code Ann. 8 6-17-402(f)(1) requires the State Board of Education to
promulgate rules to implement laws governing educator licensure; and

WHEREAS, the Arkansas Department of Education sought stakeholder input before presenting
the proposed Rules Governing Educator Licensure and the repeal of these rules to the Governor
and the State Board of Education. Following the first public comment period, the Department
made revisions to the Rules Governing Educator Licensure, received a second approval from the
Governor, and republished the rules for a second comment period; and
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WHEREAS, the Legislative Council and its Administrative Agency Rules and Regulations
Subcommittee will not meet in the month of March during the fiscal session of 2018; and

WHEREAS, school districts have a May 1 deadline for communicating contract decisions to
teachers and administrators; and

WHEREAS, educator preparation programs have university system requirements for revising
degree programs, and must also submit to the Arkansas Department of Education program
revisions for approval before the Fall of 2018 and for some, by summer for summer academies;
and

WHEREAS, the Rules Governing Educator Licensure (and simultaneous repeal of these rules)
need to be implemented immediately so that:

e School districts may plan appropriately for hiring qualified teachers and administrators
based on the changes in the law that became effective July 31, 2017, particularly the
elimination of the basic skills assessment, and the ethics training requirements for
persons seeking licensure through an alternative educator preparation program. The
changes will allow school districts the flexibility needed to find qualified persons during
the current teacher shortage;

e Educator Preparation Programs (both traditional and alternative) may adjust their
programs with their respective universities and submit program approval revisions to the
Arkansas Department of Education to comply with the rules changes for the 2018-2019
academic year. Some programs may need to seek revision of program approval for
summer academies; and

WHEREAS the State Board of Education finds that imminent peril exists to the public
educational health, safety and welfare of the school children in Arkansas due to the critical need
for qualified and effective licensed educators in public schools;

THEREFORE, the State Board of Education and the Arkansas Department of Education
promulgate these rules as an emergency repeal of the Rules Governing Educator Preparation
Program Approval pursuant to authority of Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204 in order to implement
the changes needed for the proper preparation and licensure of public school teachers,
administrators, and other licensed school personnel.
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