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May 16, 2025

Arkansas Register

Arkansas Secretary of State, Rules & Regulation Filing
500 Woodlane Drive, Room 26

Little Rock, AR 72201

Via email only: arkansasregister@sos.arkansas.gov

RE: Legal Notice for Proposed Rules or Regulations — May 2025 meetings
Dear Arkansas Register:

Included are nine (9) proposed regulation changes that will be published in the Legal Notice to the Arkansas Democrat
Gazette on May 18-20, 2025. Should you have any questions or comments concerning this filing, please do not hesitate
to contact Sarah Milligan or me at (501) 382-3807 at your convenience.
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Jolin P. Marks
General Counsel
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Attachment

cc:  Ms. Rebecca Miller-Rice, Bureau of Legislative Research
miller-ricer@blr.arkansas.gov
Ms. Sheri Thomas, Bureau of Legislative Research
thomass@blr.arkansas.gov
Mr. Zane Rogers, Bureau of Legislative Research
rogersz@blr.arkansas.gov
Ms. Gina Seaton, Bureau of Legislative Research
seatong@blr.arkansas.gov
aslib-govdocs@ade.arkansas.gov

2 Natural Resources Drive, Little Rock, AR 72205
833-345-0325| 501-207-0326 | agfc.com

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission's mission is to conserve and enhance Arkansas's fish and wildlife
and their habitats while promoting sustainable use, public understanding and support.
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Proposal: Amend Code 20.27 — Boating Restrictions on Certain WMAs and NWRs

Justification: Amendments to Code 20.27 — Boating Restrictions on Certain WMAs and
NWRs are requested to increase the penalties for negligent or reckless operation of boats.
Increasing the penalties of violating this Code aligns with the increased penalties of the
proposed amendments to Code 05.37, which subjects the offender to license revocation and
prohibition of entering Commission-owned WMAs and lakes for the revocation period.
Additionally, the existing prohibition in the Code that prevents offenders from entering WMAs
and NWRs will be removed, as enforcing this prohibition is challenging without revoking the
offender’s license.

Code affected: 20.27



FINANCIAL / ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS COMPLETELY
(Attach additional pages if needed)

DEPARTMENT: Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

DIVISION: Wildlife Management

PERSON COMPLETING THIS STATEMENT: Matthew Warriner

TELEPHONE #: 501-382-3414 FAX #: N/A EMAIL: matthew.warriner @agfc.ar.gov
SHORT TITLE OF THIS RULE: Code 20.27 — Boating Restrictions on Certain WMAs
and NWRs

1. Does this proposed, amended, or repealed rule or regulation have a financial impact?
Yes: No: X

2. Do you believe that the development of a financial impact statement is so speculative as
to be cost prohibitive? Yes: X No: If“Yes,” please explain: determining the
financial impact of the proposed rule is not economically feasible.

3. If the purpose of this rule is to implement a federal rule or regulation, please give the
incremental cost for implementing the regulation. Please indicate if the cost provided is the cost
of the program.

Current Fiscal Year Next Fiscal Year

General Revenue $ General Revenue $
Federal Funds $ Federal Funds $

Cash Funds $ Cash Funds $
Special Revenue $ Special Revenue $

Other (Identify) $ Other (Identify) $

Total $ Total $

4 What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to any party subject to the proposed,

amended, or repealed rule? (Estimated cost includes fees, administrative penalties, reporting,
record keeping, equipment, construction, labor, professional services, revenue loss, or other costs
associated with compliance.) Identify the party subject to the proposed rule, and explain how
they are impacted.

Current Fiscal Year: $0 Next Fiscal Year: $0
Party Subject to Rule: duck hunters

Effect on Party Subject to Rule: The proposed rule change will increase penalties for negligent or
reckless operation of boats and align the penalties with proposed changes to Code 05.37.

5. What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to the agency to implement this rule?
There is no additional cost to implement the rule.



Explain the financial benefit to the agency from implementing this rule: N/A
Current Fiscal Year: $0 Next Fiscal Year: $0

Financial Benefit to Agency: None

6. Do alternative means exist for accomplishing the objectives of the rules that might be
less burdensome to small business? Yes: No: X

Why were such alternatives not proposed: N/A

7. Compare this rule with federal and state counterparts: N/A



20.27 -- Boating Restrictions On Certain WMAs and NWRs

A. It is unlawful to operate motorboats or vessels or manipulate any similar device on any
Commission-owned or -controlled WMA or on any NWR as follows:

1.
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11.
12.

13.

14.

Weaving through congested vessel traffic;

Jumping the wake of another vessel too close to such other vessel;

Operating a vessel when visibility is obstructed;

Moving at a speed that exceeds the safe and reasonable limits under the
circumstances or that creates a hazardous wash or wake upon approaching or
passing vessels;

Inattentive operation;

Failure to keep a proper lookout;

Failure to observe navigation rules;

Colliding with, striking, or bumping another vessel, object, or person;
Operating while intoxicated or under the influence of any narcotic drug,
barbiturate, or marijuana or while under any physical or mental disability so as to
be incapable of operating safely under the circumstances;

. Swerving at the last possible moment to avoid collision where correction

reasonably could have been made earlier;

Otherwise operating a vessel in a manner that endangers life, limb, or property;
Impeding the normal and reasonable movement of boating traffic, except when
reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or in compliance with the law of
regulations;

With the exception of meeting oncoming boats, all boating traffic must proceed in
single-file with no passing allowed, except limited passing may occur (i) when
boats have exited the current direction of travel or are no longer under power, or
(i) when an overtaking boat is capable of passing without coming closer than 100
feet to another boat and at a rate of speed that will not create a hazardous wash or
wake; or

All boating traffic on the WMA or NWR must maintain a minimum distance of
100 feet (approximately 6-boat lengths) between boats proceeding in the same
direction of travel.

B. It is unlawful to negligently engage in any of the prohibited acts listed in subsection (A)
above on any Commission-owned or -controlled WMA or on any NWR.
C. Itis unlawful to recklessly or intentionally engage in any of the prohibited acts listed in

subsect

PENALTIES:

ion (A) above on any Commission-owned or -controlled WMA or on any NWR.

For negligent operation: Class 23

For reckless or intentional operation: Class 34




LEGAL NOTICE

The regular monthly meeting of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission will be held beginning
at 8:00 a.m. Thursday, June 19, 2025, at the Golden Glo Studio located at 1238 Country Club
Road, Camden, AR 71701. At that time, regulations and business pertaining to the operation of
the Game and Fish Commission and other fiscal and administrative matters will be considered and
acted upon. Additionally, Committee meetings attended by Commissioners and agency staff
members will be held throughout the day on Wednesday, June 18, 2025, beginning at 12:00 p.m.
at the Golden Glo Studio located at 1238 Country Club Road, Camden, AR 71701. All interested
persons are invited to attend these meetings.

The Commission meeting on June 19" will be live-streamed and a link for easy viewing access
will be available on the agency website. Please visit the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
website at https://www.agfc.com for additional up-to-date details as the meeting dates draw closer.

Items on the agenda for the June 19, 2025 meeting will include discussion and/or adoption of
proposed regulations that previously were considered at the May 14-15, 2025 Commission
Meetings, plus consideration of various Hunting and Fishing Regulations and regulations
pertaining to the Enforcement Division of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, including
but not limited to:

e Provide that persons convicted of violating Code 05.37 (regarding disorderly conduct
while hunting, fishing or trapping) shall not be eligible to have their license suspension
term reduced by the Administrative Hearing Officer (Code 01.00-R).

e Permit the Administrative Hearing Officer to modify a person’s license suspension to
allow hunting if there were no hunting-related offenses, or fishing if there were no fishing-
related offenses, provided that the person’s hunting and fishing licenses, rights, and
privileges have not been suspended or revoked within the previous 15 years (Code 01.00-
R).

e Create a resident combination hunting/fishing guide license for $350 (Code 03.14 &
Addendum D1.01).

e Prohibit and penalize harassment and public disorder of hunting, fishing or trapping
activities (Code 05.37).

e Modify boating restrictions on certain WMAs and NWRs by increasing the penalties for

negligent operation from Class 2 to Class 3 & for reckless or intentional operation from

Class 3 to Class 4 (Code 20.27).

Modify wild turkey season dates (Addendum A1.02).

Modify wild turkey season dates and limits on WMAs (Addendum C1.04).

Modify Turkey Zone Descriptions (Addendum E1.02).

Create an exemption from the 16-inch length restriction for largemouth bass on Lakes

Barnett, Brewer, and Poinsett during agency-approved fishing tournaments (Addendum

N1.02).

e Discussion of access restrictions during duck season on WMAs.

All persons wishing to be heard on these subjects should submit comments in writing to this office
before the start of the June 19, 2025 meeting (preferably by 4:30 p.m. on the day before). Any


https://www.agfc.com/

request to make an oral presentation at the meeting should be submitted in writing to this office on
or before June 9, 2025. Copies of any proposed rules or regulations may be obtained at the
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission main office and at www.agfc.com, or through a written
request mailed to the address below.

If you need assistance to participate in this public meeting due to a disability as defined under the
Americans with Disabilities Act, please contact AGFC's ADA Coordinator in Human Resources
at 501-382-3813 at least three (3) business days prior to the scheduled meeting to request an
accommodation. Every reasonable effort will be made to meet your request.

DOUG SCHOENROCK, DIRECTOR
Arkansas Game & Fish Commission
Game & Fish Commission Building

2 Natural Resources Drive
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205


http://www.agfc.com/
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