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Revised 7/2015 to reflect new legislation passed in the 2015 Regular Session (Act 1258). This act changed the effective date from 30 days to 10 days after filing the rule.



As of October 1, 2020

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
Code Book

The regulations in this Code Book are hereby adopted by the Arkansas State
Game and Fish Commission under authority of Amendment 35 to the
Constitution of the State of Arkansas. All laws, rules, regulations, or orders in
conflict with the regulations in this Code Book are hereby repealed by the
Arkansas State Game and Fish Commission.
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NEW TITLE: Possession Of Undersized Commercial Fish Prohibited

It is unlawful for a commercial fisher to possess any of the following fish taken
from waters of the state:

A. Catfish or buffalo less than 16 inches in length; or
B. Paddlefish or sturgeon of any size.

EXCEPTIONS:

A. Only 12-inch or longer blue and channel catfish may be taken in waters
specified in Code 30.14.

B. Only 16-inch or longer blue catfish may be taken by commercial gear in the
Arkansas River from the Arkansas Highway 7 bridge in Yell County to the
Oklahoma state line.

C. Holders of a current resident Roe Taker/Seller Permit or Resident Roe
Buyer/Exporter Permit in compliance with Codes 30.17 and 30.18 may
possess paddlefish 37 inches or longer in Dardanelle and Ozark lakes of the
Arkansas River; 36 inches or longer in the open portion of the Arkansas
River, including tributaries, below Dardanelle Lock and Dam, downstream
to the Yancopin railroad bridge on the Arkansas River and downstream to
Norrell Lock and Dam on the Arkansas Navigation Canal; 35 inches or
longer in the Mississippi River; and 34 inches or longer for all other waters
open to paddlefish harvest or sturgeon when in season. Paddlefish shall be
measured from the front of the eye to the fork of the tail with the fish laid
flat on a rule.

D. Sturgeon harvested from the waters legal for harvest must be at least 21
inches long, measured from the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail.

PENALTY: Class 2



FINANCIAL / ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS COMPLETELY
(Attach additional pages if needed)

DEPARTMENT: Arkansas Game & Fish Commission

DIVISION: Fisheries

PERSON COMPLETING THIS STATEMENT: Ben Batten

TELEPHONE #: 501-223-6300 FAX #: 501-223-6372 EMAIL:
ben.batten@agfe.ar.gov

SHORT TITLE OF THIS RULE: 2021 Commercial Fishing Regulation Change Proposals

1. Does this proposed, amended, or repealed rule or regulation have a financial impact?
Yes: - No: X

2. Do you believe that the development of a financial impact statement is so speculative as to be cost
prohibitive? Yes: No: X If “Yes”, please explain:

3. If the purpose of this rule is to implement a federal rule or regulation, please give the incremental cost

for implementing the regulation. Please indicate if the cost provided is the cost of the program.

Current Fiscal Year Next Fiscal Year

General Revenue $ (eneral Revenue $

Federal Funds $ Federal Funds $

Cash Funds $ N/A Cash Funds $ N/A
Special Revenue $ Special Revenue $

Other (Identify) 5 Other (Identify) $

Total $ Total $

4 What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to any party subject to the proposed, amended, or

repealed rule? (Estimated cost includes fees, administrative penalties, reporting, record keeping,
equipment, construction, labor, professional services, revenue loss, or other costs associated with
compliance.) Identify the party subject to the proposed rule, and explain how they are impacted.

Current Fiscal Year: § N/A Next Fiscal Year: $ N/A
Party Subject to Rule: Anglers and aquatic recreationalists

Effect on Party Subject to Rule: Neutral

5. What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to the agency to implement this rule? Explain the
financial benefit to the agency from implementing this rule.

Current Fiscal Year: $§ N/A Next Fiscal Year: $ N/A

Financial Benefit to Agency: N/A

6. Do alternative means exist for accomplishing the objectives of the rules that might be less
burdensome to small business? Yes: No: X

Why were such alternatives not proposed:

7. Compare this rule with federal and state counterparts:



ITEM No.__1V(d)

ARKANSAS GAME AND FISH COMMISSION
Little Rock, Arkansas

MINUTE ORDER NO: 20-053 SUBJECT: 2021 Commercial Fishing

DATE PASSED: October 15, 2020 Regulations

PAGE i of 1 PAGES LOCATION: Statewide

WHEREAS, the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission and its staff have proposed the

attached 2021 commercial fishing regulations; and

WHEREAS, the attached regulations have been commmumicated through a variety of media
avenues to sportsmen and the general public throughout the state for review and
comment for at least the past 30 days; and

WHEREAS, after carefully considering the recommendations of Commission staff and the
Regulations Committee, as well as comments received from the public, the
Commission has determined that the attached regulations promote sound wildlife
conservation and management and are consistent with Amendment 35 of the
Arkansas Constitution and that these regulations should now be approved for
application statewide.

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED this 15th day of October 2020, that the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission hereby approves and adopts the attached regulations, which shall become effective on
Januwary 1, 2021, with the exception of the changes to 30.03 Commercial Fishing Reporting Requirements
which will take effect on January 1, 2022.

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the Commission staff is authorized to proceed with legally certifying and
filing the attached regulations with the Secretary of State, State Library, and Bureau of Leglslatlve
Research and incorporating them into the Commission Code Book and Addendum.
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