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05.18    Big Game Checking Requirements

All alligator, deer, turkey, bear, or elk shall be checked before leaving the state or
being gifted to another and within 12 hours in which it was harvested (reduced to
possession) by 1 of the approved checking methods listed below. A harvested animal
may be field dressed and /or quartered to aid in removal from the field but the head
must remain in close proximity (arms’s length) of all 4 quarters until checked.
Otherwise, evidence the harvest is legal (antlers, turkey beard, etc.) must remain
attached until checked and the check confirmation number acquired. Documentation of
the confirmation number must accompany each harvest while afield at a processing
facility, taxidermist or until the harvest reaches the point of final storage.
All alligator shall be checked and CITES tag attached before leaving the state or being
gifted to another. All alligator must be checked within 12 hours in which it was
harvested.
Hunters are required to submit a premolar from the harvested bear to the Wildlife
Management Division within 7 days of receiving the premolar packet from AGFC.
Youth are required to obtain a CID number prior to checking big game.

Wildlife Checking Methods:

Internet: Deer, bear, elk, alligator or turkey checking online website or mobile
application. 
Elk Only: Hunters must check each elk online before the end of the calendar
day in which it was harvested and present the elk’s head to an AGFC
employee. During this process, hunters are required to allow the collection of
viable samples from the head for Chronic Wasting Disease testing.
Bear Only: Hunters must check each bear online within 12 hours of harvest.
Hunters are required to submit a premolar from the harvested bear to the
Wildlife Management Division within 7 days of receiving the premolar packet
from AGFC.
Alligator Only: Hunters must check each alligator online within 12 hours of
harvest. The USFWS CITES tag will be mailed to successful hunters upon
verification of online checking. The CITES tag is to be affixed to the alligator
approximately 6 inches from the tip of the tail by the hunter.

Phone: The designated deer, turkey toll-free checking number.
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May 28, 2020 
 
Ms. Kayla Sansom, Rules & Regulation Filing 
Office of the Arkansas Secretary of State 
500 Woodlane Drive, Room 26 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

          RE: Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Regulation Adopted on May 21, 2020 

 
          Dear Ms. Sansom: 

 
Attached please find a link to the 93 regulations approved by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission on April 
23, 2020. Also included for each individual regulation is the required transmittal sheet, and applicable Financial 
Impact Statement and the signed Minute Order. The Commission respectfully requests that these regulation 
become effective 10 days after filing. 
 
Notices for the proposed regulations were published in the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette on March 22, 23, and 24, 
2020, and April 19, 20, and 21, 2020. 
 
Hard copies of the approved regulations will be in the mail in the next day or so. Kindly notify April Soman at 
april.soman@agfc.ar.gov to confirm receipt of both the electronic submission and hard copies. Should you 
have any questions or concerns regarding this filing, please do not hesitate to contact me at (501) 223-6327 at 
your convenience. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
James F. Goodhart 
General Counsel 

         JFG/as 
         Enclosures 
         cc: register@sos.arkansas.gov 

James F. Goodhart 

General Counsel  
 

John P. Marks 

Sr. Assistant General Counsel 

Phone: 501-223-6327 

Christian N. Parks 

Assistant General Counsel 

 

Rob Brown 

Assistant General Counsel 

Fax: 501-223-6463 
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