
Summary of Proposed Captive Wildlife Regulation Changes 

Recommended Change 1: Add 30 mammal species, with some included in genus or multispecies 
level reviews, to Addendum R1.02 -- Permitted Captive Wildlife Species List (see page X) that 
upon staff review appear to pose a moderate but manageable risk to human health and safety, 
native fish and wildlife health or populations, or agriculture such that they warrant further 
restriction or oversight. The proposed species include: zebras (3 species), water buffalo, addax, 
brindled gnu, gaur, gerenuk, Himalayan tahr goat, impala, tamarin monkeys (18 species), black-
tufted marmoset and Geoffroy’s marmoset. Species listed in Addendum R1.02 -- Permitted 
Captive Wildlife Species List must have permits for importation, breeding and sale. It is 
recommended that breeding, sale, and import of this species be done in accordance with applicable 
permits.  
Code Change: Addendum R1.02 (pg. 3-4)  

Recommended Change 2: Add a disease testing requirement in Addendum F1.04 -- Wildlife 
Importation Permit Requirements for brindled gnu which is being proposed to be permitted for 
importation, breeding and sale. The brindled gnu is a wildebeest which carries a virus called 
Alcelaphine herpesvirus-1. This virus is shed most by young animals up to 4 months of age, but 
once infected, wildebeest carry the virus indefinitely. This virus is generally asymptomatic in the 
reservoir hosts but can cause severe disease (Malignant Catarrhal Fever) in livestock and deer.  
Prevalence of this virus appears to vary between wild and captive populations. The recommended 
test is available at the USDA-APHIS National Veterinary Services Laboratory and is very cost 
effective. This test is commonly used by zoos prior to animal movement to prevent the introduction 
of this disease into their herds. 
Code Change: Addendum F1.04 (pg. 5)  

Recommended Change 3: Add 34 mammal species, with some included in genus or multispecies 
level reviews, to Addendum F1.03 Addendum R1.03 -- Prohibited Captive Wildlife Species List 
to prohibit the breeding, sale or importation of these species. Evaluation by Commission staff 
determined these species to be high risk for threats to native wildlife due to their potential to 
become established in Arkansas, parasites and/or pathogens they are known to carry, capacity to 
inflict injury or cause death and/or potential damage to agriculture. The proposed species include: 
capybara, nilgai, aoudad sheep, oryx (4 species), kudu (2 species), lechwe, ibex (9 species), jaguar, 
leopard, snow leopard, hippopotamus (5 species) warthog (2 species) and rhinoceros (5 species). 
Currently, there are permitted Wildlife Breeder/Dealers authorized to import, breed and sell these 
species. The proposed regulation change will allow facilities permitted before November 21, 2019, 
to continue to breed these species and sale to only existing permit holders or out of state. No new 
permits will be issued for these species.  
Code Change: Addendum R1.03 (pg. 6)  

Recommended Change 4: Add capybara, nilgai, aoudad sheep, oryx, kudu, lechwe, ibex, jaguar, 
leopard, snow leopard, hippopotamus, warthog and rhinoceros to Addendum  F1.03 for the purpose 
of prohibiting the sale of these species to only persons who possess a current Wildlife 
Breeder/Dealer Permit for the respective species or to buyers outside of Arkansas. Staff are 
proposing in Recommended Change 3 to add these species to the list of prohibited captive wildlife 
species. Currently, there are permitted Wildlife Breeder/Dealers authorized to import, breed and 
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sell these species. The proposed regulation change will allow facilities permitted before November 
21, 2019, to continue to breed these species and sale to only existing permit holders or out of state. 
No new permits will be issued for these species.  
Code Change: Addendum F1.03 (pg. 7)  

Recommended Change 5:  Authorize the Director to extend current Wildlife Breeder/Dealer and 
Wildlife Importation permits for an additional 92 days through December 31, 2019. The 
Commission approved an extension of 90 days from the permit expiration date of June 30, 2019, 
for those permittees authorized to import, breed or sell certain mammal species. Those species 
include zebra, water buffalo, addax, aoudad sheep, brindled gnu, gaur, oryx, capybara, leopard, 
jaguar, hippopotamus, warthogs, rhinoceros, gerenuk, Himalayan tahr goat, impala, kudu, lechwe, 
ibex and nilgai. The initial extension allowed staff additional time to finalize species evaluations 
for these mammal species. The additional 92 days is needed to submit proposed regulations 
concerning the species to the Commission for approval, and then consider each permit holder’s 
2019-20 application for permit renewal. There are approximately 7 facilities that would need to be 
issued the additional time extension. Commission regulation in AGFC Code Addendum D1.01 -- 
Licenses, Permits, Stamps, Tags, Costs, And Expiration Dates establishes the end dates of these 
annual permits as June 30 of each year.  

Affected Codes 
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R1.03 -- Prohibited Captive Wildlife Species List 
A. The Commission will not issue permits for breeding, sale, or importation of the following 

species other than in accordance with the exceptions listed in Codes 09.07, 09.10, 09.11, 
and Addendum F1.03 (possession of some species may be allowed in accordance with 
Codes 09.02, 09.05, 09.13, and 09.14): 

1. Apes
2. Baboons (Genus Papio)
3. Bats (Order Chiroptera)
4. Box turtles (Genus Terrapene)
5. Cervids (Family Cervidae)
6. Coyotes that originate from or have lived in Alaska, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,

Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas,
Wisconsin, Wyoming, or Canada

7. Foxes (Urocyon cinereoargenteus and Vulpes vulpes) that originate or have lived in
Alaska, Arizona, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana,
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas,
Vermont, Wisconsin, Wyoming, or Canada

8. Large carnivores
9. Macaques (Genus Macaca)
10. Mountain lions (Puma concolor)
11. Raccoon (Procyon lotor)
12. Rodents (Order Rodentia) captured in the wild from Arizona, California, Colorado,

Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, Utah,
or Wyoming

13. Skunks (Genus Mephitis and Spilogale)
14. Waterfowl (except for the importation of hatching eggs or waterfowl acquired from a

Commission-permitted Wildlife Breeder/Dealer)
15. Blackbuck antelope (Antilope cervicapra) (possession of these animals and their

offspring is restricted to only those facilities permitted before February 20, 2019)
16. Black-tailed prairie dogs (Cynomys ludovicianus) (possession of these animals and

their offspring is restricted to only those facilities permitted before February 20,
2019) 

17. Capybara (Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris) (possession of these animals and their
offspring is restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21,
2019) 

18. Nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus) (possession of these animals and their offspring
is restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

19. Aoudad Sheep (Ammotragus lervia) (possession of these animals and their
offspring is restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21,
2019) 

20. Oryx (Genus Oryx) (possession of these animals and their offspring is restricted
to only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

21. Kudu (Tragelaphus spp.) (possession of these animals and their offspring is
restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

https://apps.agfc.com/regulations/09.07
https://apps.agfc.com/regulations/09.10
https://apps.agfc.com/regulations/09.11
https://apps.agfc.com/regulations/F1.03
https://apps.agfc.com/regulations/09.02
https://apps.agfc.com/regulations/09.05
https://apps.agfc.com/regulations/09.13
https://apps.agfc.com/regulations/09.14
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22. Lechwe (Kobus leche) (possession of these animals and their offspring is
restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

23. Ibex (Capra spp.) (possession of these animals and their offspring is restricted to
only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

24. Jaguar (Panthera onca) (possession of these animals and their offspring is
restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

25. Leopard (Panthera pardus) (possession of these animals and their offspring is
restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

26. Snow Leopard (Panthera uncia) (possession of these animals and their offspring
is restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

27. Hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibious) (possession of these animals and
their offspring is restricted to only those facilities permitted before November
21, 2019)

28. Warthog (Genus Phacochoerus) (possession of these animals and their offspring
is restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21, 2019)

29. Rhinoceros (Family Rhinocerotidae) (possession of these animals and their
offspring is restricted to only those facilities permitted before November 21,
2019) 
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