Code Book Language for Proposed 2017 Fisheries Regulation Changes

Changes are in red

01.00-C DEFINITION OF TERMS
01-17 For the purposes of the Arkansas State Game and Fish Code of Regulations, the
following terms shall be construed, respectively, to mean and include:

SNAG - to-takefish-using-conventionalrod-and-reeltacklewhere the fish-is

to take fish or other aguatic animals using conventional rod-and-reel tackle by a
repeated drawing motion rather than enticement by live bait or artificial lure,
regardless of what terminal tackle is attached to the fishing line.

19.14 BOAT DOCK LEASE AND OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS FOR
STRUCTURES

01-17

F I | " || |

A Commercial Facility Operator’s License Agreement and permit is required by

anyone who has a boat ramp, boat shed, boathouse, boat slide, pier or other
structure that is used solely, or in conjunction with other structures, to generate
personal income for the adjacent landowner/structure owner (otherwise known as
Operator) on Commission-owned property. Specifically, it is unlawful to own or
operate a facility where boats are rented to the public or where boats are kept for
private owners on a rental basis, or to provide and charge for boat launching or
vehicle parking on waters or property owned by the Commission without first
entering into a license agreement with and obtaining a permit from the
Commission. Commission employees in performance of duties are allowed free
parking and boat launching privileges.

PENALTY: Class 1

26.16 GIGGING OF GAME FISH PROHIBITED
01-17 It is unlawful to gig game fish or to possess game fish when gigging. at-any-time-
PENALTY: Class 1

26.17 SNAGGING GAME FISH PROHIBITED
01-17 It is unlawful to snag game fish or to possess game fish when snagging.

EXCEPTIONS:

Q) From the bank within 100 yards below a dam (prohibited below the Upper
White Oak Lake Dam).

(2) From a boat from 100 yards below all locks and dams on the Arkansas
River to the downstream entrance point of the lock structure, and from
100 yards below Dam No. 2 to the boat-launching ramps immediately
below the dam.



26.25
01-17
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(4)

()

(6)

(7)

From the bank below Beaver Dam, from the Corps of Engineers "No
Fishing Beyond This Point" sign, downstream to the first Corps of
Engineers boat ramp on the left descending bank April 15-June 15.
Daily limit: With the exception of catfish and paddlefish, no more than
half the daily game fish limit may be taken by snagging, or the lesser
whole number nearest half the limit, when the Iimit is an odd number

g&meﬁfreh—hasﬂbeerkhawested Where itis qual to snag game fish as

described in this code, those game fish snagged must be retained for
personal use and applied to the dally limit.

da+ly—l+mn.—8naqq|nq must be dlscontlnued once the daily limit of any

species of game fish has been harvested.

Catfish and paddlefish may be snagged Jan. 1-Feb. 15 on the Black River
from the Missouri state line to the Spring River confluence and on the St.
Francis River from the Missouri state line to the Payneway Structure, with
a daily limit of one paddlefish and five catfish (no more than two of which

may be flathead catfish) and-ne-more-than-one-paddlefish. It is not legal to

possess any other gamefish while snagging these waters.

PENALTY: Class 1

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY FISHING PROGRAM RESTRICTIONS

(A)

FAMILY FISHING PROGRAM RESTRICTIONS

The restrictions in this subsection shall apply to the following waters:
Chicot County — Lake Village Community Fishing Pond

Clay County — Mom’s Lake

Columbia County — Armory Pond

Craighead County — Craighead Forest Park Youth Fishing Pond
Drew County Montrcello High School Pond

Fulton County — Salem Clty Lake

Hempstead County — Mike and Janet Huckabee Youth Fishing Pond

Jefferson County — Pine Bluff Regional Park Youth Fishing Pond

Lawrence County — Walnut Ridge City Lake

Pulaski County —Landers-Lake; War Memorial Park Pond

Union County — Mattocks Park Lake

RESTRICTIONS:

(1) Fishing is open only to youths or persons 65 years of age or older.
All other properly licensed persons may fish if accompanied by a
youth who is actively fishing. Fishing is also open to holders of a
disabled fishing license (either a three-year or combination
disability license). One licensed person may assist and fish with
an actively fishing disabled fishing license holder.

(2 Only hand-held rod or pole allowed.

3 Largemouth bass: catch and release only.

4) Catfish daily limit: 3

5) Bream daily limit: 25

(6) Trout daily limit: 5

(7) Hybrid striped bass: 3

(8) Lakes open to electric trolling motors only.

9 All other sportfishing daily limit: same as statewide.



30.01

01-17

(B)

COMMUNITY FISHING PROGRAM RESTRICTIONS

The restrictions in this subsection shall apply to the following waters:
Baxter County — Amon’s Lake

Benton County — Lake Springdale, Lake Bentonville, Lake Keith
Clark County — Clear Lake

Crawford County — Van Buren Municipal Park Pond

Crittenden County — Tilden Rodgers Park Pond

Faulkner County - Conway Station Park Pond and Dr. James E. Moore Jr.
Camp Robinson Firing Range

Garland County — Family Park Pond, Entergy Park Pond

Jefferson County — Martin Luther King Jr. Park Pond in Pine Bluff
Lonoke County — Cabot Community Pond, Mike Freeze England
Community Pond

Miller County — Lake Dieffenbacher

Pike County — John Benjamin Glenwood Community Pond

Pope County — Pleasant View Park Pond

Pulaski County — all lakes, ponds and streams managed by the City of
Little Rock Parks and Recreation Department within the city limits of
Little Rock, Community Center Pond, Cherrywood Lake, Lake Valencia,
Little Rock Air Force Base Pond, North Little Rock City Park waters,
Paradise Lake, Pinnacle Mountain State Park Pond, Sherwood
Municipal City Pond, Willow Beach Park Pond

White County — Bald Knob Community Pond, Searcy City Lake
Saline County — Sunset Lake

Sebastian County — Carol Ann Cross Pond

Sebastian County — Wells Lake, Fort Chaffee

Yell County — Dardanelle City Park Ponds, Yell County Wildlife
Federation Pond

Washington County — Murphy Park Pond

RESTRICTIONS:

@ Only hand held rod or pole allowed.

2 Largemouth bass: catch and release only.

3 Catfish daily limit: 3

(G)) Bream daily limit: 25

(5) Trout daily limit: 5

(6) Hybrid striped bass: 3

@) Lakes open to electric trolling motors only.

(8) All other sportfish daily limit: same as statewide.

PENALTY: Class 1

COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN’S PERMIT AND REPORTING

REQUIREMENTS
It is unlawful to purchase commercial tackle tags or to operate commercial tackle,

or sell or attempt to sell wild-caught commercial aquatic wildlife without a current
commercial fisherman’s permit and sportfishing license. A bill of sale or receipt
of transfer with a commercial fisherman’s permit number must accompany all
sales to fish markets, processors or retailers of fish or fish parts in each
transaction. Bills of sale must be retained by the purchaser for a period of 12

months and made available for inspection by the Commission.
EXCEPTIONS:
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Bill of sale or receipt provision applies only to the sale of commercial fish
or fish parts from a commercial fisherman to a fish market, processor or
retailer.

2 Youths or individuals 65 years of age or older are required to purchase a
Junior/Senior commercial fishing permit.

3 A person with a commercial fisherman helper’s permit in his immediate
possession may operate the properly tagged tackle of a licensed
commercial fisherman. The holder of a commercial fishermen’s permit
and sportfishing license shall be fully responsible for supervising the
actions of the person using the commercial fisherman helper’s permit.

4) In compliance with Codes 03.07, 03.08.

PENALTY: Class 2

30.20 PADDLEFISH AND STURGEON POSSESSION RESTRICTIONS ON
WHITE RIVER, ARKANSAS RIVER AND BORDER WATERS
01-17 It is unlawful to commercially take, attempt to take, or possess paddlefish or

sturgeon, or their parts including eggs (roe), from:

(A) That part of the White River, immediately above the Newport Access and
proceeding upstream to the boat ramp at Jacksonport State Park (including
any backwaters), and from the confluence of Black River upstream to
Dam 1 at Batesville.

(B) The following border waters with Louisiana: Red River in Hempstead,
Lafayette, Little River, and Miller counties; Ouachita River from the
Louisiana state line to 100 yards below Felsenthal Lock and Dam; Bayou
Bartholomew from the Louisiana state line to its source in Jefferson
County; Bodcau Bayou from the Louisiana state line to the base of Lake
Erling Dam; Boeuf River from the Louisiana state line to its source in
Chicot County; and Bayou Macon from the Louisiana state line to its
source in Desha County.

© The portion of the Arkansas River extending from Trimble Lock and Dam
upstream to the Arkansas/Oklahoma state line except for during permitted
special seasons determined by the Commission.

EXCEPTION:

30.27 POSSESSION OF RARE AND ENDANGERED FISH BY COMMERCIAL
FISHERS PROHIBITED
01-17 It is unlawful for commercial fishers to possess rare and endangered fish. Rare fish that

may not be possessed include Lake Sturgeon, American eel, Striped Mullet, Highfin
Carpsucker, Pealip Redhorse, and Silver Redhorse. Endangered fish species are listed in
Code P1.01.

PENALTY: Class 2

D1.01 LICENSES, PERMITS, STAMPS, TAGS, COSTS AND EXPIRATION
01-17 DATES



SPECIAL AND COMMERCIAL FISHING: CODE COST EXP.DATE

i Ierigation (Single . .

Commercial Facility Operator’s Permit BDN $25.00 Dec. 31

N1.01
01-17

GAME FISH DAILY LIMITS

Alligator Gar 1
Black Basses (including not

more than four Smallmouth) 10
Bream (over 4 inches length) 50
Catfish (exc. Bullhead) 10
Crappie 30
Rock Bass 10
Muskellunge 6
Paddlefish 2
Pickerel 6
Sauger 6
Saugeye 6
Shovelnose Sturgeon No Limit
Striped Bass or Hybrid (Combination) 6
Trout (including not more than:

2 brown trout, 2 cutthroat

trout, 2 brook trout) 5
Walleye 6
White Bass 25
EXCEPTIONS:

(1) The following bodies of water are restricted to half the daily limit for all
sportfish: Br—LesterSitzes-H-Bois-d>A+e-Lake; Horseshoe Bend Pool of the
Strawberry River in Izard County. All black-bass-and-crappie on Lower
White Oak Lake must be released immediately.

2 BLACK BASS (LARGEMOUTH, SPOTTED, SMALLMOUTH):
(A)Smallmouth bass:

Ozark Zone (Baxter, Benton, Boone, Carroll, Clay, Cleburne,
Fulton, Independence, 1zard, Lawrence, Madison, Marion, Newton,
Randolph, Searcy, Sharp, Stone, Van Buren, and Washington
counties) — smallmouth bass minimum length limit of 12 inches
with a daily limit of four, except Bull Shoals, Beaver, Greers Ferry,
Table Rock Lakes and Lake Norfork (see Ex. 1(B) below). Greers
Ferry Lake — smallmouth bass minimum length limit of 12 inches,
daily limit six.

Ozark Zone Blue Ribbon Streams — Crooked Creek from
Arkansas Highway 101 bridge downstream to the confluence with
the White River; between the U.S. Highway 62-412 and U.S.



Highway 62 Spur bridges at Pyatt — smallmouth bass minimum
length limit 18 inches, daily limit of one. Buffalo River from
confluence with Clabber Creek downstream to the confluence with
the White River — smallmouth bass minimum length limit 18
inches, daily limit of one. All other water of Crooked Creek and
Buffalo River — smallmouth bass minimum length limit of 14
inches, daily limit of two.

Ozark Zone Catch-and-Release Area — Crooked Creek, along
boundary of Arkansas Game and Fish Foundation property near
Kelley’s Slab Access.

Ozark Zone Quality Streams — Kings River from Trigger Gap to
U.S. Highway 62 bridge smallmouth bass minimum length limit of
18 inches, daily limit of one.

All other water of the Kings, Illinois, Spring, South Fork of the
Spring and Eleven Point rivers and War Eagle Creek — smallmouth
bass minimum length limit of 14 inches, daily limit of two.
Ouachita/Boston Zone (all Arkansas counties not included in the
Ozark Zone) — smallmouth bass minimum length limit of 10 inches,
daily limit of four.

Ouachita/Boston Zone Quality Streams — (Mulberry, Caddo
above DeGray Lake, DeGray Lake, Cossatot River, Ouachita River
upstream from Lake Ouachita, Ouachita River downstream from
Remmel Dam, Saline River, including its four headwater forks in
Saline, Perry and Garland counties, South Fork/Ouachita, Little
Missouri above Lake Greeson) — smallmouth bass minimum length
limit of 12 inches, daily limit of two.

Ouachita/Boston Zone Catch-and-Release Area — all smallmouth
bass caught in Lake Ouachita including the Ouachita River
upstream to the River Bluff access and the South Fork of the
Ouachita River upstream to Hovel Branch must be immediately
returned to the stream.

(B) Largemouth bass:

Grandview Lake 2 and Lake Sylviaand-Lower\White Oak-Lake—
Lake Millwood — daily limit six.

Mallard Lake — daily limit one .

Marion McCollum Lake, Lake Sylvia — Largemouth bass caught
must be immediately returned to the water.

© Black Bass (all species combined):

Beaver, Bull Shoals, DeGray, DeQueen, Norfork, Table Rock lakes,
Lake Jack Nolen, Ouachita, Ashbaugh — daily limit six.
Lake Lou Emma — daily limit five.
Lake Atkins — daily limit four.
War Eagle Creek — daily limit two.
3) BREAM:
No limit on bream 4 inches or shorter.
(4  CATFISH:

(A) No limit on catfish on Grand Lake - Chicot County, Lake Chicot (including
that portion of Connerly Bayou downstream from Connerly Dam to the
bayou’s mouth and Ditch Bayou from the inlet on Lake Chicot to Ditch
Bayou Dam) and between the main levees of the Mississippi River, from




®)

(6)

(B)

©
(D)

the confluence of the Mississippi/White Rivers upstream to the Benzal
Railroad Bridge, and from the confluence of the Mississippi/Arkansas
Rivers upstream to the Yancopin Railroad Bridge. No limit on blue and
channel catfish from Little River (below Millwood Dam) Red and Sulphur
Rivers. No limit on channel catfish on Marion McCollum Lake Greenlee —
Monroe County, and on Lake Chicot (including that portion of Connerly
Bayou downstream from Connerly Dam to the bayou’s mouth and Ditch
Bayou from the inlet on Lake Chicot to Ditch Bayou Dam).

Catfish daily limit five on:

DeWitt City Park Lake (Arkansas County); Lake Atalanta_(Benton
County); Hidden Lake (Carroll County); Big Timber Lake and
Gurdon Lake (Clark County); Hubble Lake (Clay County); Lake
Bailey (Conway County); Lake Cambadelle and Lake Lou Emma
(Crawford County); Marion City Park Lake (Crittenden County);
Village Creek State Park Lakes (Cross and St. Francis Counties);
Lake Bennett (Faulkner County); Lake Clearfork (Garland County);
Crowley Ridge State Park Lake and Reynolds Park Lake (Greene
County); Newark City Lake (Independence County); Lake June
(Lafayette County); Ward City Park Lake (Lonoke County);
Hindsville Lake (Madison County); Blytheville City Park Lake
(Mississippi County); Donald Branch Fishing Pond (Monroe
County); Lower White Oak Lake (Ouachita County);_Lake Sylvia
(Perry County); Shady Lake (Polk County); Twin Lakes A and B,
Camp Ferncliff (Pulaski County); Old Davidsonville State Park
Lake (Randolph County); Forrest City Park Lake (St. Francis
County); Truman Baker Lake (Scott County); Cave City's Lakes
(Sharp County); Gunner Pool and Hayden Bend Pond (Stone
County); Devils Den State Park (Washington County); Spring Lake,
Kingfisher, Clubhouse Lakes in Petit Jean WMA (Yell County) and
posted USDA Forest Service ponds and lakes.

In addition to daily limit, 10 channel catfish under 16 inches may be
taken on the Arkansas River.

In addition to daily limit, 10 channel catfish and 10 blue catfish any
size may be taken in Lake Erling and Millwood Lake.

CRAPPIE:

(A)

(B)

(©)

Crappie daily limit — 15 in Beaver, Table Rock, Bull Shoals,
Norfork reservoirs, Cane Creek Lake (Lincoln County), Gurdon
Lake (Clark County) and Dr. Lester Sitzes IIT Bois d’Arc Lake.
Crappie daily limit — 50 between the main levees of the Mississippi
River, from the confluence of the Mississippi/White Rivers
upstream to the Benzal Railroad Bridge, from the confluence of the
Mississippi/Arkansas Rivers upstream to the Yancopin Railroad
Bridge and on Horseshoe Lake (Crittenden County).

Crappie daily limit — 20 in Lake Chicot and Lake Monticello.

WALLEYE:

(A)

Beaver Lake and its tributaries; Table Rock Lake and its tributaries
to Beaver Dam; Bull Shoals Lake, and Norfork Lake — minimum
length limit of 18 inches, daily limit four.



(B) Greers Ferry Lake and its tributaries — protected slot limit of 20-28
inches, daily limit of six (only one of which may be longer than 28
inches).

© In compliance with Addendum N1.02 and Code Chapter 28.00.

@) WHITE BASS, STRIPED BASS, HYBRID STRIPED BASS:

(A) White bass:

Between the main levees of the Mississippi river, from the
confluence of the Mississippi and White rivers upstream to the
Benzal Railroad Bridge, and from the confluence of the Mississippi
and Arkansas rivers upstream to the Yancopin Railroad Bridge —
daily limit of 50, possession limit of 100. Beaver Lake and its
tributaries; lakes Ashbaugh, Sequoyah and Monticello — no limit.

(B) Striped bass and hybrid striped bass (combined): Beaver, Bull
Shoals and Norfork lakes; lakes Greesen; Maumelle, and Ouachita —
daily limit three. Arkansas River and connecting lakes — daily limit
10. Lake Monticello —no limit.

(8) ALLIGATOR GAR:

Alligator gar longer than 36 inches may not be harvested from noon, May

1-noon, July 1, statewide. Alligator Gar Permit is required to harvest

alligator gar (Code 26.28).

9) TROUT (BROOK, BROWN, CUTTHROAT, RAINBOW):

(A) Brown trout:

White River (Bull Shoals Tailwater) and North Fork White River
(Norfork Tailwater) — minimum length 24 inches, daily limit one.
Spavinaw Creek (Benton County) west of Arkansas Highway 59
and Spring River — minimum length 16 inches, daily limit two.
Little Red River (Greers Ferry Tailwater) from Greers Ferry Dam to
Arkansas Highway 305 Bridge — protected slot limit of 16-24
inches, daily limit of five (only one of which may be longer than 24
inches).

White River (Beaver Tailwater) from Beaver Dam to boundary
signs at Houseman Access — protected slot limit of 13-16 inches,
daily limit of five (only one of which may be longer than 16
inches). Little Missouri River, from Narrows Dam to Arkansas
Highway 27 Bridge — all brown trout must be released immediately.

(B) Cutthroat trout:

White River (Bull Shoals Lake Tailwater), North Fork White River
(Norfork Tailwater), Spavinaw Creek (Benton County) west of
Arkansas Highway 59, Spring River — minimum length 16 inches,
daily limit of two.

© Brook trout:

White River (Bull Shoals Lake Tailwater), North Fork White River
(Norfork Tailwater), Spavinaw Creek (Benton County) west of
Arkansas Highway 59, Spring River — minimum length 14 inches,
daily limit two.

(D) Rainbow trout:

Lake Atalanta (Benton County) — daily limit five.

All fish measurements must follow procedures listed in Code 01.00-C Length Limit definition.




N1.02 LENGTH AND PROTECTED LENGTH LIMITS ON CERTAIN LAKES
AND RIVERS
01-17 (A) BLACK BASS - It is unlawful to possess black bass as follows:

Q Largemouth bass less than 12 inches on Lake Frierson.

(2) Spotted bass less than 12 inches on, Bull Shoals, Norfork and Table
Rock lakes.

3 All black bass less than 12 inches in Horseshoe Bend Pool on the
Strawberry River.

(G))] Largemouth and spotted bass less than 13 inches on Lake Ouachita.

(5) Largemouth bass 13-16 inches on lakes Austell (Cross County),
Barnett (White County), Brewer, Wilhelmina (Polk County), Bear
Creek Lake, Bob Kidd; Lee Creek; Sugar Loaf Lake, and Dierks
Reservoir (Howard and Sevier counties).

(6) Largemouth bass less than 13 inches on DeGray Lake and within
the boundaries of Felsenthal NWR.

EXCEPTION: No restriction in Woodland Trail Pond - located at
the Felsenthal NWR Headquarters on Hwy 82 (Ashley County);
Locust Ridge Pond — located at Locust Ridge on Hwy 82 (Union
County); Eagle Lake Pond- located north of Eagle Lake on Bradley
Road 53 (Bradley County); and Shallow Lake Field Pond located
west of Shallow Lake (Union County). Person(s) keeping
largemouth bass less than 13 inches from these waters must exit the
NWR boundaries immediately upon leaving these ponds and may
not enter NWR campgrounds or fish other NWR waters with
largemouth bass less than 13 inches from these four ponds in their
possession.

@) Largemouth bass less than 14 inches on the Arkansas River and its
tributaries.

(8) Smallmouth bass less than 15 inches on Beaver, Bull Shoals,
Norfork and Table Rock lakes.

9) Largemouth bass less than 15 inches on Beaver Lake, Big Lake
NWR, Blue Mountain, Bull Shoals, Georgia Pacific, Greers Ferry,
Kingfisher, Norfork, Shady and Table Rock lakes; Caddo Fishing
Pond; Upper and Lower Lake Chicot (including Connerly Bayou
downstream from Connerly Dam to the bayou’s mouth and Ditch
Bayou from the inlet on Lake Chicot to Ditch Bayou Dam); Lake
Greenlee, Mercer Bayou (Sulphur River WMA); and Moss Creek
Pond.

(10)  Black bass greater than 16 inches in Lake Winona.

(11)  Largemouth bass 16-21 inches on Lake Atkins. Daily limit four
(only one of which may be longer than 21 inches).

(12)  Largemouth bass 16-21 inches on Tommy L. Sproles Lake
Pickthorne. Daily limit two (only one of which may be longer than
21 inches).

(13)  Largemouth bass daily limit ten (only one of which may be longer
than 20 inches) on Lake Columbia.

(14)  Largemouth bass daily limit 10 (only one of which may be longer
than 18 inches) on Lake SWEPCO.

(15)  Smallmouth bass less than 18 inches on the lower Little Missouri
River from Narrows Dam to its mouth. Daily limit one.



(16)  Largemouth basslessthan-21-inches-on-Mallard-Lake Daily-limit
ohe-14-17 inches on Mallard Lake. Daily limit 10, only one of
which may be larger than 17 inches.

(17)  Largemouth bass 19-22 inches on Lake Monticello. Daily limit
eight, only one of which may be longer than 22 inches.

(18)  Largemouth Bass less than 16 inches on Lower White Oak Lake.
Daily limit five.

(19)  Largemouth bass 15-18 inches on Lower White Oak Lake.

(B) CRAPPIE: It is unlawful to possess crappie as follows:

(1) Less than 10 inches in Beaver, Table Rock, Bull Shoals and

Norfork Reservoirs; Cane Creek Lake in Lincoln County; Lake

Chicot (including Connerly Bayou downstream from Connerly Dam

to the bayou’s mouth and Ditch Bayou from the inlet on Lake

Chicot to Ditch Bayou Dam); Lake Charles, Lake Conway, Lake

Monticello, Lake Overcup, Harris Brake Lake and Lake Atkins.

(2) Less than 9 inches on Blue Mountain Lake.

EXCEPTION:

@ From December-February, the minimum length limit is
waived on Lake Monticello and the harvest is regulated
by a 20-fish daily limit. The first 20 crappie caught,
regardless of size, must be kept. Culling is not permitted.
From March-November, harvest is controlled by a 10-
inch minimum length, daily limit of 20.

© CATFISH (channel, blue and flathead):

D It is unlawful to possess flathead catfish less than 20 inches on the

Ouachita River from Sandy Beach Access (Ouachita County) to

Remmel Dam.

(D) STRIPED BASS: It is unlawful to possess striped bass less than 20 inches
on Lake Norfork and Beaver Lake.

(E) SHOVELNOSE STURGEON: It is unlawful to possess shovelnose
sturgeon less than 21 inches. Shovelnose sturgeon may not be taken from
the Mississippi River.

EXCEPTION:

Q) Sportfish may be shagged (except in catch-and-release areas) in compliance

with Codes 26.05; 26.17 and within the restrictive size limits in this
addendum chapter.



