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Summary 
Permits for Overweight Vehicles Carrying Agronomic or Horticultural 

Products Fee Reduction 
 
Pursuant to Act 1085 of 2017, codified at § 27-35-210(q), the Arkansas Department of 

Transportation in cooperation with the Arkansas Department of Agriculture created Permit 

Rules for Overweight Vehicles Carrying Agronomic or Horticultural Products To provide 

a process for ARDOT and AHP to issue permits to allow qualified overweight agricultural 

trucks to carry up to 100000 pounds.  

The Rules allow for a permit for one tractor and multiple, identical, trailers, to be issued 

for five  different origin and destination routes.  Each tractor and trailer is required to 

undergo a safety inspection prior to issuance of the permit, and the rule calls for additional 

driver requirements. 

Permit fees were initially set at $1000. However, during the 2021 Session of the Arkansas 

General Assembly, members raised questions about the amount of the fee.  After meeting 

with members of the Arkansas General Assembly, the Arkansas Department of 

Transportation agreed to reduce the permit fees to $800.  

 



NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE AMENDMENT 

 

ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION 

 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Arkansas State Highway Commission intends to amend Rules for 

Permits for Overweight Vehicles Carrying Agronomic or Horticultural Products, and that the thirty 

(30) day Notice period for receipt of comments begins the 8th day of August. 

 

All interested persons will be given an opportunity to provide comments on the issues related to 

the above-stated matter. To obtain a copy of the proposed rules, you may access them online at 

http://www.ardot.gov/avpp or contact Gill Rogers at 501.569.2108 or by email at 

Gill.Rogers@ardot.gov. 

 

Any written comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Mr. Rogers via email or regular 

mail at ARDOT, Attn: Gill Rogers, P.O. Box 2261, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261. Comments 

received after the expiration of the thirty (30) day comment period on September 7th, 2021 will not 

be considered.  A public hearing will be held at the Arkansas Department of Transportation on 

September 10th at 10:30 a.m. at 10324 Interstate 30, Little Rock, AR  72209. 

 



 

 

Permit Rules for the Movement of Oversize and Overweight Vehicles On the State Highway System 
 
Rule 19 – PERMITS FOR OVERWEIGHT VEHICLES CARRYING AGRONOMIC OR 
HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
 
A.  INTRODUCTION 
 

Pursuant to Arkansas Code Annotated § 27-35-210(q), the Commission may issue a permit 
valid for one (1) year authorizing the movement of a truck tractor and semi-trailer combination 
with a minimum of five (5) axles hauling agronomic or horticultural crops in their natural state 
that exceed the maximum gross weight as provided in § 27-35-203 but do not exceed a total 
gross weight of one hundred thousand pounds (100,000 lbs.).  A truck tractor and semi-trailer 
combination issued such a permit shall not exceed the height, length, or width restrictions set 
out in Chapter 35 of Title 27 of the Arkansas Code, or as set out in these rules. 
 

B.  APPLICATION INFORMATION 
 

1.  All permits issued pursuant to this Rule shall be considered Annual Route Permits. Each 
permit may apply for up to five (5) different routes. 
 
2.  Any application for an Annual Route Permit pursuant to this Rule shall be accompanied 
by a specific point of origin and destination for each route. 
 
3.  In addition to the Application Information Required in Rule 2 B, each request for an annual 
permit shall be accompanied by proof of a North American Standard Level I Inspection with 
no critical violations noted for the specific power unit and all towed units to be permitted.   

 
C.  BOND/FEE INFORMATION 
 

1.  No bond is required. 
 
2.  The fee for a permit to move overweight agronomic and horticultural products under Rule 
19 shall be one thousand eight hundred dollars ($1000 800.00). 
 
 

D.  ADDITIONAL PERMIT INFORMATION 
 
1. During operation of the permitted vehicle on state highways pursuant to this Rule, each 
vehicle/trailer combination is required to carry proof of a North American Standard Level I 
Inspection; 
 
2.  During operation of the permitted vehicle on state highways pursuant to this Rule, each 
driver is required to be 21 years of age, and to maintain within the permitted vehicle their 
current DOT Medical Certification; 
 
 



 

 

3. Upon application for an Annual Route Permit under this Rule as set out in 19(B), a permit 
technician will review the origin and destination information provided, and attempt to identify 
the shortest route from the origin to the destination within the following parameters: 
 

a. ABSOLUTELY NO TRAVEL ON THE DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
SYSTEM OF INTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HIGHWAYS; 
 
b. No travel on weight restricted bridges;  
 
c. No travel on weight restricted highways except as provided in subsection (d); 
 
d. Permitted vehicles that have an origin or final destination on a weight restricted 
highway may travel on those weight restricted highways on their origin or final 
destination for loads within the permit limits. 
 

4. A permit may be issued for a combined tractor/trailer, or a tractor with up to five (5) 
identified trailers, provided the number of axles and axle spacings remain the same when 
towing the various trailers. 
 

E.  DEFINITIONS 
 

1.  “Agronomic crops” means the species in each of the following plant groupings belonging 
to the domain of agronomy: cereal or grain crops; grain legumes or pulses and oilseed crops 
for food, feed or industrial use; pasture and forage crops; fiber crops; sugar crops; and starchy 
root and tuber crops. 
 
2.  “Horticultural crops” means vegetable crops, fruit crops and edible nuts, other ornamental 
crops, and nursery crops. In addition, the aromatic crops and the medicinal crops are included.  
 
3.  “Natural state” means unfinished or unprocessed agronomic or horticultural crops 
originating in Arkansas from the first point of severance to a point in the state at which they 
first undergo any finishing, processing, preparation for processing, conversion, or 
transformation. 
 
4.  Agricultural and horticultural crops do not include timber or forestry products in any form. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
FOR FILING PROPOSED RULES WITH THE 

ARKANSAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT/AGENCY__________________________________________________________________________ 
DIVISION________________________________________________________________________________________ 
DIVISION DIRECTOR_____________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTACT PERSON_______________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE NO.____________________ FAX NO._______________ E-MAIL___________________________________ 
NAME OF PRESENTER AT COMMITTEE MEETING ________________________________________________ 
PRESENTER E-MAIL _____________________________________________________________________________ 

INSTRUCTIONS 

A. Please make copies of this form for future use. 
B. Please answer each question completely using layman terms. You may use additional sheets if necessary. 
C. If you have a method of indexing your rules, please give the proposed citation after “Short Title of this 
D. Rule” below. 
E. Submit two (2) copies of the Questionnaire and Financial Impact Statement attached to the front of two (2) 

copies of the proposed rule and required documents.  Mail or deliver to: 

Jessica C. Sutton 
Administrative Rules Review Section 
Arkansas Legislative Council 
Bureau of Legislative Research 
One Capitol Mall, 5th Floor 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

************************************************************************************************** 
1. What is the short title of this rule?  

2. What is the subject of the proposed rule?  

3. Is this rule required to comply with a federal statute, rule, or regulation?  Yes      No

If yes, please provide the federal rule, regulation, and/or statute citation.

4. Was this rule filed under the emergency provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act?

Yes     No

If yes, what is the effective date of the emergency rule? _______________________________________________

When does the emergency rule expire? _____________________________________________________________ 

Will this emergency rule be promulgated under the permanent provisions of the Administrative Procedure 

Act?  Yes     No  
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5. Is this a new rule?  Yes     No      If yes, please provide a brief summary explaining the rule.   

 

 

 

Does this repeal an existing rule? Yes      No       If yes, a copy of the repealed rule is to be included with your 

completed questionnaire.  If it is being replaced with a new rule, please provide a summary of the rule giving 

an explanation of what the rule does.   

 

 

 

 

Is this an amendment to an existing rule?  Yes     No       If yes, please attach a mark-up showing the changes in 

the existing rule and a summary of the substantive changes.  Note:  The summary should explain what the 

amendment does, and the mark-up copy should be clearly labeled “mark-up.”   

 

 

 

 

6. Cite the state law that grants the authority for this proposed rule?  If codified, please give the Arkansas Code 

citation.   

 

 

 

 

7. What is the purpose of this proposed rule? Why is it necessary?   
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8. Please provide the address where this rule is publicly accessible in electronic form via the Internet as required 

by Arkansas Code § 25-19-108(b).  

 

 

 

 

9. Will a public hearing be held on this proposed rule? Yes      No        If yes, please complete the following: 

 

Date: ___________________________________ 

 

Time:___________________________________ 

 

Place:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. When does the public comment period expire for permanent promulgation?  (Must provide a date.) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What is the proposed effective date of this proposed rule?  (Must provide a date.)  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Please provide a copy of the notice required under Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(a), and proof of  the publication 

of said notice.  ______________________ 

 

13. Please provide proof of filing the rule with the Secretary of State as required pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 25-

15-204(e).   _________________________ 

 

14. Please give the names of persons, groups, or organizations that you expect to comment on these rules? Please 

provide their position (for or against) if known.   
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FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS COMPLETELY 

DEPARTMENT___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DIVISION________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PERSON COMPLETING THIS STATEMENT_________________________________________________________ 
TELEPHONE NO._______________ FAX NO.__________________ EMAIL:________________________________ 

To comply with Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(e), please complete the following Financial Impact Statement and file 
two (2) copies with the Questionnaire and proposed rules. 

SHORT TITLE OF THIS RULE 

1. Does this proposed, amended, or repealed rule have a financial impact?  Yes     No

2. Is the rule based on the best reasonably obtainable scientific, technical, economic, or other evidence and

information available concerning the need for, consequences of, and alternatives to the rule?

Yes     No

3. In consideration of the alternatives to this rule, was this rule determined by the agency to be the least costly

rule considered?  Yes     No

If an agency is proposing a more costly rule, please state the following:

a) How the additional benefits of the more costly rule justify its additional cost;

b) The reason for adoption of the more costly rule;

c) Whether the more costly rule is based on the interests of public health, safety, or welfare, and if so, please

explain; and

d) Whether the reason is within the scope of the agency’s statutory authority, and if so, please explain.
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4. If the purpose of this rule is to implement a federal rule or regulation, please state the following: 

a) What is the cost to implement the federal rule or regulation? 

Current Fiscal Year   Next Fiscal Year 

 
General Revenue_________________  General Revenue__________________ 
Federal Funds    _________________  Federal Funds    __________________ 
Cash Funds        _________________  Cash Funds        __________________ 
Special Revenue_________________  Special Revenue __________________ 
Other (Identify) _________________  Other (Identify) __________________ 
 
Total___________________________  Total____________________________ 
 

b) What is the additional cost of the state rule? 

Current Fiscal Year   Next Fiscal Year 

 
General Revenue___________________  General Revenue__________________ 
Federal Funds     ___________________  Federal Funds    ___________________ 
Cash Funds         ___________________  Cash Funds        ___________________ 
Special Revenue ___________________  Special Revenue ___________________ 
Other (Identify) ____________________  Other (Identify) ___________________ 
 
Total______________________________  Total_____________________________ 

 

5. What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to any private individual, entity and business subject to the 

proposed, amended, or repealed rule?  Identify the entity(ies) subject to the proposed rule and explain how 

they are affected. 

Current Fiscal Year     Next Fiscal Year 

 
$__________________     $_________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to state, county, and municipal government to implement this 

rule?  Is this the cost of the program or grant?  Please explain how the government is affected.   

 

Current Fiscal Year     Next Fiscal Year 

 

$__________________     $______________ 
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7. With respect to the agency’s answers to Questions #5 and #6 above, is there a new or increased cost or obligation of at 
least one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) per year to a private individual, private entity, private business, state 
government, county government, municipal government, or to two (2) or more of those entities combined?    
Yes        No     

 
If YES, the agency is required by Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(e)(4) to file written findings at the time of filing 
the financial impact statement.  The written findings shall be filed simultaneously with the financial impact 
statement and shall include, without limitation, the following:   

 
(1)  a statement of the rule’s basis and purpose;  
 
(2)  the problem the agency seeks to address with the proposed rule, including a statement of whether a rule is 
required by statute;  
 
(3)  a description of the factual evidence that: 
       (a)  justifies the agency’s need for the proposed rule; and  
       (b)  describes how the benefits of the rule meet the relevant statutory objectives and justify the rule’s costs;  
 
(4)  a list of less costly alternatives to the proposed rule and the reasons why the alternatives do not adequately 
address the problem to be solved by the proposed rule;  
 
(5)  a list of alternatives to the proposed rule that were suggested as a result of public comment and the reasons 
why the alternatives do not adequately address the problem to be solved by the proposed rule;  
 
(6)  a statement of whether existing rules have created or contributed to the problem the agency seeks to 
address with the proposed rule and, if existing rules have created or contributed to the problem, an 
explanation of why amendment or repeal of the rule creating or contributing to the problem is not a sufficient 
response; and  
 
(7)  an agency plan for review of the rule no less than every ten (10) years to determine whether, based upon 
the evidence, there remains a need for the rule including, without limitation, whether: 
      (a)  the rule is achieving the statutory objectives;  
      (b)  the benefits of the rule continue to justify its costs; and  
      (c)  the rule can be amended or repealed to reduce costs while continuing to achieve the statutory 
objectives.  
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